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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 
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made known this week—Coventry Cathedral and the Marine 
and Technical College, South Shields, the latter being illus- 


trated. The awards are on page 206 
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article which-begins on page 207 
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manent construction. 225 
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its investigation into the trading profits of builders’ merchants 
is now published. It relates to the ‘‘ heavy” trade. 226 


THE M.O.W. ANNUAL REPORT shows that the output of 
the building and civil engineering industries in Great Britain 
in 1950 was £59m. in excess of the 1949 output of £1,248m. 228 


ECONOMIES in house: design, planned at Clydebank could, 
it ts claimed, save £6m. if applied to the whole Scottish housing 
programme. 230 
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R.LB.A. ASSOCIATESHIP AND 
OFFICE EXPERIENCE 
bs” dri condoms may be held in these scientific days to be the 


content necessary of the curriculum of the full-time 
and part-time courses leading to the Associateship of the 
R.1.B.A., there can be no doubt that practice as well as theory 
must go to the making of an architect. For that reason the 
decision of the Board of Architectural Education in 1950 to 
modify the various examinations leading to the coveted 
letters A.R.I.B.A. to the extent that the examination in 
professional practice should in future be held separately, 
twelve months after sitting the “‘ paper ” part, has been widely 
applauded, even by those who feel that one year’s practical 
experience is too little. 

What is open to question, however, is the Board’s decision 
that the new ruling should come into force from 1951 onwards. 
To fix that date was bound to affect all students at recognised 
schools who had not completed their course by the end of 
1950. A letter in our last issue, signed by two fourth-year 
students, shows how hard this decision bears upon certain 
cases, especially upon those whose entry into schools was 
delayed through military service. The case outlined by our 
correspondents must be similar to that of many other students 
who entered upon their courses prior to the taking of the 
decision on the understanding that, subject to passing the 
examinations and gaining a total of twelve months’ office 
experience during or before the course, they would receive 
the Associateship at the end of five years. They now find 
that that period is extended by one year. Since most public 
departments and many private offices have wage scales in 
which Associateship properly carries a higher rate than the 
salaries applicable to unqualified assistants, there may be 
considerable hardship where students have entered into 
personal commitments. 

It is understood that this point of view has already been 
put to the Board of Architectural Education. We would 
suggest that the Board reconsider their decision, and that 
they should set up a tribunal to review hard cases. It is 
right that the public should be protected against -the un- 
qualified but not at the expense of breaking faith with men 
whose only reason for lateness in qualifying is that they have 
served their country in a time of need. 


THE BUILDERS’ MERCHANTS 


IF , among the diversity of interests and the varied activities 


that constitute the overall picture of the building industry 
upon which each week it is our duty to comment, the position 
of the Builders’ Merchant is rarely touched upon, it must be 
attributed in part to unobtrusive efficiency in that quarter (for 
common virtue is never news) and in part perhaps to a lack 
of what for want of a better phrase we might call the glamour 
of the business of building attaching to the materials dis- 
tribution side. This newspaper is, however, a long-standing 
witness to the rangeand scopeof these indispensable servants 
of the industry. 

We are given the opportunity this week of reflecting upon 
the status which the merchant distributors hold in our 
economies by the publication of the first Report of the Joint 
Working Committee of the Ministry of Works and the Dis- 
tributors of Builders’ Supplies Joint Council. The Com- 
mittee was set up in 1948 to examine, amongst other things, 
the incidence of the profit factor amid the intricate byways of 
the supplies and distribution side of the building industry. The 
report displays a genteel aversion to naming profit rates 
and prefers to refer to margins, but let that pass. 

This first report deals with the distributors of “ heavy ” 
materials, namely, those used principally in the structure of 
buildings—cement, sand and gravel, bricks, drainware, slates, 
etc. A second report is in preparation to deal with the 
“light ” materials, the components used mostly in the interior 
and: fitment of buildings. The conditions attaching to dis- 
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tribution as between the two categories, “‘ heavy ” and “ light,” 
were at the outset_of the investigation found to be so diverse 
as to render it necessary to undertake two separate reports. 

The figures produced are the work of the two accountant 
members of the Joint Working Committee and these members 
are to be complimented upon the very thorough investigation 
they have made and the masterly presentatiorf of their findings 
in the accountants’ report at Appendix A. The depth and 
incisiveness of the investigation is patent in the ten detailed 
schedules forming Appendix B, which are given in the report 
for the benefit of those sections of the trade who desire to 
study the technique which has been adopted. Not less is 
commendation due to the builders’ merchants themselves, 
whose voluntarily offered facilities and complete co-operation 
in this inquiry the report acknowledges. 

In this present period of shortages, and pending a return to 
conditions conducive to competitive trading, the control of 
profit is an accepted restriction, and where this can be brought 
about as a.predominantly voluntary basis it well befits the 
principles for which in a democratic community we stand. 
‘The teaming of the Distributors of Builders’ Supplies with 
the Ministry of Works in this investigation speaks for the 
desire of the merchants to respond to the Exchequer’s appeals 
for reduction in the prices of consumer goods. The Com- 
mittee judged that to know exactly where profits and losses 
arose would enable necessary adjustments to be made, and 
they therefore decided at the outset that their most fruitful 
course would be to undertake detailed examination of various 
merchants’ accounts and records, and having ascertained 
and collated trading results first of all for this cross-section of 
merchants, then to relate the results to the industry as a 
whole. The eventual figures prove the wisdom of this course, 
for by no other practical means that we can see could the 
analysis have been so complete in the various categories 
covering small, medium -and large quantities, special and 
contract rates, and in trading direct as against from stock. 
The accountants have here succeeded in getting away, as 
they wished to do, from the old methods of taking overall 
trading results as a true indication of earnings by merchants 
engaged in the “‘ heavy ” materials trade. 

The ultimate findings of the inquiry show that in 1950 the 
net margins to the merchants were 2.2 per cent on direct 
trading (manufacturer to consumer) and 6.4 per cent on trading 
ex stock, both expressed on sales value, and the latter arising 
from an average six-times-a-year turnover. The resultant 
overall profit is given as 4.7 per cent net, and the report 
puts it to the Minister to consider whether or not this is a 
fair and reasonable return in the particular circumstances of 
this type of trading. : 
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We would suggest that those who can spare the time will be 
well rewarded in following the report step by step in‘ its 
exposition of the factors leading up to its findings, thereby 
appreciating the unusual conditions appertaining to the 
distributing trades and observing how the profit factor varies 
widely not only between the various materials traded but 
according tothe category in which theyaresold. Aremarkable 
feature is that an accountancy loss appears to be normal to a 
considerable range of materials when sold from stock in the large 
quantity and special rate classes, and in this regard the report 
questions whether merchants should be concerned with this 
type of trading at all, but shrewdly observes that “it might 
be considered a true function of the merchant to supply 
promptly larger quantities of material from his warehouse 
if this results in a total gain to the building trade.” The 
commendably unprejudiced dictum is appended that “ too 
much stress should not necessarily be placed on a purely 
accounting conclusion.” 

The final paragraph of the accountants’ reports are con- 
cerned with the admittedly difficult problem of the assessment 
of a reasonable profit rate, and it is here that the logic of the 
investigation is most fruitful. The function of the merchant 
distributor is recognised as being in the class of rendering a 
service, and that it lies in the order of our economies some- 
where midway in the capitalisation range between the manu- 
facturer at one extreme, who is normally heavily capitalised 
in terms of buildings, plant and machinery, and the pro- 
fessional consultants at the other extreme whose capital 
requirements in relation to the value of services rendered is 
generally low. Therefore, the accountants argue that a 
profit return to merchants in relation only.to capital employed 
would be open to criticism and they accordingly offer a 
formula whereby a fair assessment of profit could be con- 
sidered in two parts, one relating to capital, the other to 
turnover, and proportioned also to trading direct and ex stock. 
In this way efficient trading which resulted in a larger turnover 
in relation to capital employed would receive an incentive 
for so doing. 

The report (considerable extracts from which are given 
elsewhere in this issue) will be attentively studied and on the 
publication of its sequel related to the “light” materials 
we may assume that action will be taken to level out some of 
the anomalies revealed and to balance some of the more 
glaring examples of unequal remuneration. We are assured 
that the technique adopted will permit of figures being brought 
up to date periodically, and we echo the hope expressed by 
the Committee that machinery will be set up and kept in 
being so that future problems in the same sphere can be 
speedily examined and dealt with. 








LIVERPOOL SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE. Seen above are two schemes by students of this school. 
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On the left is a scheme 


for the redevelopment of a portion of the city’s central area, a model supplemented by project drawings and report (C. R. B. Brown, G. N. 
Crawford, P. Daniel, R. Gregson, J. A. Prescott, D. Roberts and D. B. Taylor—of the fourth year). To the right is a fifth-year Thesis 


design for a Parish Church and ancillary buildings for Stevenage New Town (by A. R. C. Fohnston). 
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FESTIVAL EXHIBITION 


The Liverpool School 


| the past the Liverpool School has 

organised some impressive exhibitions 
either in its own home or in the Walker 
Art Gallery, but it has never staged any- 
thing comparable to the present exhibition 
which was opened by Sir Patrick Aber- 
crombie on July 23. For this exceptional 
effort all the studios of the Leverhulme 
Building have been cleared to provide a 
range of large galleries on two floors. 
Sundeala board, a plain unbleached fabric, 
and wallpapers delicately patterned in 
light colours have been used to provide, 
on walls, screens and stands, a varied and 
interesting setting to drawings and models. 
As every studio is flooded with natural 
light and as the arrangement of each has 
been conceived on open, generous lines, 
the total effect is remarkably pleasant and 
spacious. Equally careful study has 
obviously been given to the grouping and 
disposition of the exhibits themselves, 
with the result that each studio contains 
well-balanced and appropriately related 
groups of project and working drawings, 
sketch designs, constructional and decora- 
tive studies and models. Broadly speak- 
ing, the method followed has been to give 
pride of place to fifth year thesis designs 
as the most intensely studied and com- 
pletely worked out themes and to rely 
upon subjects of lesser weight for con- 
trasting interest. 

In addition to the studies devoted to the 
display of the work of the five-year 
qualifying course in Architecture, the 
permanent exhibition gallery of the School 
has been allocated to the Department of 
Civic Design. Here maps, town and 
country planning schemes, and other 
exhibits illustrating the post - graduate 
studies of candidates proceeding to the 
degree of Master of Civic Design are on 
view. Finally, in what is known as 
“the Golden Gallery”? there is an 
assemblage of free-lance work—furniture, 
sculpture, oil and water-colour paintings 
and photographs — contributed by mem- 
bers of the School’s Architectural Society 

Reviewing the exhibition as a whole the 
highlights are unquestionably afforded by 
the thesis designs, though there is work of 
conspicuous merit to be found in the 
productions of other years—in the ele- 
mentary studies of the First Year in form 
and construction, in a Housing Group for 
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Right : Design for a living- 

room for a professor of 

music. By Michael Burton 
(Third Year). 


Below : Housing group for 
quarry workers. By B. T. 
E. Atkins (Second Year.) 


Quarry Workers prepared by Second-Year 
students, in a Third Year scheme for a 
residential Unit comprising service flats, 
a restaurant, lounge, swimming pool, 
shops and lock-up garages, and in Fourth 
Year designs for a Hotel on the Dee at 
Chester, and for the redevelopment of a 
portion of the Central Area of Liverpool. 


But it is the thesis designs—such as 
Miss Margery Thomas’s R.N.V.R. Club, 
for which she was awarded the Reilly 
Medal and Prize; the Administrative 
Building for the Edinburgh International 
Festival by Mr. D. E: Crinion, and the 
West-end Hotel, London, by Mr. D. R. H. 
Phillips, both of whom gained Pilkington 
Travelling Studentships ; the Furniture 
Shop for Manchester by Miss Alison 
Harries, and the Neighbourhood Unit for 
Croxteth, Liverpool, by Mr. Alan Billinge 
—it is projects such as these that really 
dominate the exhibition and remain most 
vividly in the mind. 
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Apart from them the strongest impres- 
sion that is left is of the thoroughness 
with which problems are studied and 
working drawings developed in all years 
and the generally high standard of draughts- 
manship that is maintained throughout 
the School, all of which bears witness to the 
admirable direction given by Professor 
Lionel Budden, the Head of the Depart- 
ment. 

Opening the exhibition before an 
audience which, though largely drawn 
from Merseyside, included some (amongst 
them Sir Gerald Barry) who came from 
farther afield, Sir Patrick Abercrombie paid 
a graceful tribute to the work of the 
School, to its reputation, and to its 
continued influence on the development 
of architectural education. Professor 
Budden, in thanking him, spoke of the 
heavy strain which had been placed upon 
the teaching resources and accommodation 
of the School in the years immediately 
following the war, when as many as 450 
ex-service students, whose courses had 
been interrupted by war service, were in 
attendance. Though this great body of 
students included many whose exceptional 
ability would always make the post-war 
period memorable in the history of the 
School, he and his colleagues looked 
forward to the time when the present 
policy of rigorously restricting entry to 
the School would reduce the total number 
to the accepted pre-war maximum of 220. 


At the conclusion of the opening 
ceremony, over which the Lord Mayor 
of Liverpool, Alderman Vere E. Cotton, 
C.B.E., | T.D., Pro-Chancellor of the 
University, presided, the Vice - Chancellor, 
Dr. J. F. Mountford, presented the first 
Reilly Medal and Prize to Miss Margery 
Thomas. P: J. W. 








SHRINES end ALTARS. 

A. \sago. God of Thunder end 
Lightning. 

Erhe. Paternal or Ancestral 
Alter. 

lye. Maternal Alter. 

Obo. God of the Hand. 

Olokon.God of the Sea. 

Oromila God of Good Luck 
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Fig. 1.—The house of Chief Iyase, Benin. 


THE ARCHITECTURE OF NIGERIA 


By ARTHUR M. FOYLE, BA(Arch), ARIBA, AMTPI 


2.—THE 'SOUTHERN AREAS 


ALTHOUGH the technique of building 
A in mud has been developed to its 
highest form in the Northern Provinces of 
Nigeria, mud is the usual material for 
building in all parts of the country. On the 
Central Plateau, in the vicinity of the tin- 
mining town of Jos, mud construction can 
be seen in possibly its most primitive form. 
Here, the so-called Pagan tribes build 
circular huts, some of them two storeys in 
height, out of mud, which, in the finished 
hut, is only about six inches in thickness 
(Fig. 2). The mud is mixed and _ then 
applied in thin layers, the wall being dashed 
with water at frequent intervals to ensure 
a hard setting. The work is carried out 
in short lifts, a rough area being left at the 
top as keying for the next lift. ° 


A particular feature of this type of work 
is the way the builder ensures that all inter- 
secting walls are merged smoothly into each 
other, resulting in a construction of great 
strength. Much natural skill and ingenuity 
is evident in the way in which the ground 
floor of a hut is divided into a series of 
small compartments so that the dividing 
partitions act as support for the floor above. 
All openings are rounded at the corners for 
strength and much of the furniture such as 
seats, shelving and wall brackets are built- 
in in the solid mud and rounded off to an 
almost streamlined appearance. 


YORUBA VILLAGE DESIGN 


The houses of the ordinary people of the 
south hold little of architectural interest. 
The compound is the basis of all village 
and tribal life and amongst the Yorubas, for 
example, the usual arrangement is for the 
huts to be placed in an irregular fashion 
around a common central open space. 


Originally the larger compounds were semi- 
fortified, the spaces between the huts being 
filled by a high wall, but this is now 
generally omitted. A single hut, the rooms 
of which are planned in a traditional way, 
is occupied by the head of the family group 
and his wives. Other huts are given over 
to the sons and their wives, each family 
having one hut for its own use. When 
there is no more room for expansion, one 
of the sons starts a compound elsewhere, but 
the family link always remains strong, and 
on the death of the senior member the 
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Fig. 2.~-A Pagan ‘hut in course of construction. The central room is the granary. 











eldest son returns to take his place. Occa- 
sionally an attempt is made to ornament 
the exteriors of the huts with relief work, 
or, as is the case near Port Harcourt, with 
brightly coloured plates which are set in 
the wall in a formal pattern. Plates or 
cowrie shells are often applied to the in- 
terior of the huts as well. 

In the south, however, it is the chiefs’ 
houses which are of the greatest interest, 
and there are many examples in the major 
towns which still await exploration. Among 
the most interesting are those at Benin. The 
City of Benin is the capital of a kingdom 
which, at the height of its power in the 
sixteenth century, counted even Lagos as 
one of its tribute-paying states. After the 
famous Punitive Expedition of 1897, under- 
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taken to avenge the murder of a British 
Consul, the major part of the city was 
accidentally. destroyed by fire. There re- 
main, however, in the city several chiefs’ 
houses which are planned in the traditional 
Benin manner, while in the surrounding 
villages’ there are some which certainly 
antedate the Great Fire. 


These houses are planned (Fig. 1) with 
the rooms ranged around a series of internal 
courtyards which lead one from the other 
in much the same way as in the typical 
Pompeian house, and culminate in the 
private apartments of the chief himself. 
The resemblance to the houses of ancient 
Rome is remarkable. Theories have been 
advanced in support of a definite link with 
Rome either through Egyptian or Portuguese 
influences. The latter is the more likely, 
when it is remembered that the Portuguese 
carried out intensive trading with Benin in 
the early sixteenth century and, according 
to Captain Windham the English traveller, 
at the time of his visit in 1553, the Oba 
could speak Portuguese. In the centre of 
each courtyard roof is an opening which 
serves to admit light and ventilation, while 
in the floor is a sunken impluvium (Fig. 3) 
to drain the rainwater away. 


The courtyards may be with or without 
squat columns to support the roof, depend- 
ing on their size (one with such columns is 
seen in Fig. 4), but common features in 
them are-couches and shrines constructed 
entirely of mud, the surface of which is 
polished to a high glaze and has a remark- 
able quality of endurance, for which Benin 
builders are justly famed. On some of the 
altars there still remain unique examples of 
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Benin bronzes, of which many have been 
collected and deposited in the city museum. 
The bronzeworkers still carry on their craft 
but their output is small and their work 
has lost much of its former quality. Thatch 
was the original roof covering and it was 
through some of this catching alight that 
the Great Fire of 1897 was started. This 
has now been replaced, in most cases, by 
corrugated iron, the original timber frame- 
work of the roof being retained. The 
wooden beams where exposed internally 
are often carved with scenes from Benin 
mythology and door jambs, whether in wood 
or mud, are similarly treated. 


The house of Chief Iyase is a particularly 
good example of the typical Benin plan, 
and this particular building is noteworthy 
for the number of shelves and pigeon holes 
let into the thickness of the solid mud walls. 
The courtyards are small in comparison with 
some other examples, but there is a shrine in 
each courtyard, that to Oromila the god of 
good luck being an especially fine example 
of Benin craftsmanship (Fig. 3). Another 
shrine is seen in Fig. 5. Accommodation 
for wives and for servants is arranged in 
a separate wing divided from the: main block 
by a narrow courtyard, while at the extreme 
end of the building are two private gardens 
for the use of the chief and the womenfolk 
respectively. 


CHRISTIAN CHURCHES 


In addition to the chiefs’ houses there is 
in all parts of the country a wealth of what 
may be termed popular architecture. The 
ornamenting of the face of a hut with 
brightly coloured plates, mentioned above, 
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is a typical example. Another example of 
the unconscious artistry which the Nigerian 
brings to much of his building can be seen 
in a series of Christian churches near Port 
Harcourt. These buildings are constructed 
for the most part in corrugated iron, a 
permanent material as befits a church, and 
the steeples are in the same material. That 
of St. Peter, Ozouba, is the finest. The whole 
of the roof and the three spires are in 
corrugated iron and the Gothic detail has 
been cut out, very much in the manner of 
fretwork, from this material throughout. 
The spire over the main entrance has a 
charmingly naive quality of its own (Fig. 6), 
a rendering of the Gothic and yet, at the 
same (time, reminiscent of the silhouette 
of an African carved idol. 


BRAZILIAN CLASSICAL 
I 


The African quarters of the towns of the 
commercial south are, for the most part, a 
squalid kaleidoscope of mud and corrugated 
iron, rapidly growing during the present 
time of intensive commercial expansion and 
unfortunately beyond the reach of any 
positive town planning action. Here and 
there, however, are to be -seen build- 
ings of real architectural quality. This is 
particularly so in Lagos, where there are 
several buildings in the so-called Brazilian 
classical style. The origin of this style is 
obscure, but buildings of this kind probably 
owe their existence to the fact that during 
the latter part of the nineteenth century 
freed slaves were repatriated from South 
America, and particularly Brazil, in large 
numbers, Jt was natural that versions of 
the florid Brazilian classical buildings 





Fig. 3.—The house of Chief Iyase the younger. 
shrine of Oromila, the god of good luck. 
sunken impluvium may be seen. 
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The corner of the 





4.—The house of Chief Iyase. 


The 


principal courtyard. The reliefs on the. piers 
are in raised mudwork. 











Fig. 5.—The house of Chief Iyamu, Benin. 
The shrine of Ogun, the god of war and iron. 
Motor-car parts have been added to the 
early bronzes to bring the shrine up to date. 
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should find their way. to Lagos as houses 
for the returned citizens. This type of 
architecture (Fig. 7) has had a far-reaching 
influence in all parts of South Nigeria, 
There is thus, all over the country, a large 
variety of popular architecture, and many 
important historical monuments such as the 
fortifications at Zaria and Kano, and the 
Benin. houses, which form direct links with 
the historical past. Unfortunately, much of 
this unique architecture is falling into ruin, 
and is on the verge of destruction. 
Nigerians must take an interest in their own 
traditions, and, where necessary, important 
historical monuments should be scheduled 
for preservation. Much of the responsibility 
must lie with the Government, from whom 
encouragement and facilities to make sur- 
veys and pictorial records of historical 
buildings, in the first instance, must come. 


[To be concluded.) 


Fig. 7.—The Ilojo Hotel, Lagos, in the Brazilian style. 
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COMPETITION NEWS 


Coventry Cathedral 


HE Coventry Cathedral Reconstruction 

Committee on Wednesday morning 
announced the award of the Assessors (Sir 
Percy Thomas, Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A., 
and Mr. Howard Robertson, A.R.A.) in the 
competition for the new Cathedral Church, 
Chapel of Unity and Christian Service 
Centre, proposed to be erected in the centre 
of the city. There were 219 entries. 

The award is:— 

First (premium £2,000): Design No, 91. 
Basil Spence, O.B.E., F.R.LB.A., 40, Moray- 
street, Edinburgh. 

Second (premium £1,500): No. 202. W. P. 
Hunt, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.L, 1, 
Scroope-terrace, Cambridge 

Third (premium £1,000): No. 11. Major 
A. D. Kirby, A.R.I.B.A., 10, Victoria-road, 
Swindon. 

Special mention: No. 128, Rolf Hellberg, 
Coventry; No. 8, Fischer and Hildebrand, 
London. 

Commended: No. 81, Albert D. Cordiner, 
Glasgow; No. 111, D. Lumsden and Harry 
Gibberd, Birmingham; No. 114, A. E. 
Richardson, Houfe, Holland and Stanners, 
London; No. 125, Terence Carr, Woking; 
No. 141, The Peter Dunham Group, Luton; 
No. 173, J. E. Charlewood and Fitch, New- 
castle-on-Tyne; No. 174, Tom Mellor and 
J. A. Ashworth, Lytham St. Annes and 
Rochdale. 

The whole of the drawings (1,491 in 
number) are now on view in the Assembly 
Hall of King Henry VIII School, Warwick- 
road, Coventry, between the hours of 10.30 
a.m. and 6 p.m. 

The winning designs will be illustrated in 
our next issue, 

The winning design shows the ruined 
cathedral left as at present with the new 
cathedral, at right-angles, separated by a 
Great Porch. The porch ‘has a screen 
which can be lowered. The cathedral is on 
a north-south axis and there is no chancel 
in the accepted sense. 


Marine and Technical College, 
South Shields 


THE AWARDs in the open competition for 
designs for a proposed new marine and 
technical college for the County Borough of 
South Shields were announced on Tuesday 
afternoon, The awards, together with plans 
and elevations of the winning design, will 
be found on pages 206a to 206d. 


THE SOUTH BANK EXHIBITION 


It was Officially confirmed .in a statement 
issued -on Tuesday by the acting Prime 
Minister, Mr. Herbert Morrison, that, follow- 
ing a final review by the Government, the 
South Bank Exhibition will come to an end 
on September 30, 

Asked in the House of Commons last 
month if he would arrange for the South 
Bank Exhibition to remain open for the first 
fortnight in October, Mr. STOKES, the Lord 
Privy Seal, said that no real case had been 
made out that there were large numbers of 
people who would visit the South Bank after 
September 30 but could not do so earlier. 
After studying the finances, he was satisfied 
that the South Bank Exhibition ought to end 
on the announced date and not re-open next 
year. 

It has been announced that the Festival 
Pleasure Gardens will remain open until 
November 3. 
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COMPETITION FOR 
MARINE AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE 


FOR THE COUNTY BOROUGH OF SOUTH SHIELDS 


WINNING DESIGN: MEADE TAYLOR & WILSON, AARIBA, ARCHITECTS 


HE award of the Assessor (Mr. 5S. W. Milburn, 

M.B.E., F.R.1.B.A.), in the open competition 

for designs for a proposed new marine and technical 

college was declared on Tuesday afternoon. ‘There 
were 17 entries. ‘The award is: 


Ist (premium {500): Meade ‘Taylor and Wilson, 
AA.R.I.B.A., 17, Sheffield-terrace, Campden Hill, 
W.8. (Design No. 10.) 

Wright, 
Folkestone. 


2nd (premium f250): C. W. H. 
A.R.1.B.A., 18, | Walton-gardens, 
(Design No. 2.) 


3rd (premium {150): Harris and Gard, 4, Green- 


field-crescent, Birmingham. (Design 


No. 11.) 


Fiveways, 


Commended: A. G. Price, A.R.I.B.A., “ Allens- 
more,” Sketty-road, Swansea (Design No. 1), 
and Mitchell and Radford, Toft, near Cambridge, 
Cambs. (Design No. 7.) 

In his report the Assessor states : ‘I have to report 
that I have now completed a very careful examination 
of the 17 designs submitted by competitors. Although 
the entry is not large, I would like to congratulate 
the Council upon receiving so many brilliant solu- 
tions to the difficult problem which was set.” 

The whole of the designs submitted will be 
exhibited to the public in the Town Hall, South 
Shields, from August 17-25, at the following times : 
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.; Saturday, 
g a.m. to 1 p.m. ; Sunday, closed. 
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Ground-floor plan. 

















First-floor, boiler-house and Observatory plans. 
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The symbol of Lansbury. 


Lansbury “Live Architecture 
PROGRESS TO DATE 


By Our Special Representative 


THE development of the neighbourhood unit in Poplar known as 

Lansbury as an Exhibition of Live Architecture is one of the 
brightest ideas to which the Festival of Britain has given rise. The 
recurrent visitor, if the term may so be coined, is able to see at intervals 
the progress being made on a series of buildings of many types and for 
different purposes, and most engrossing it is, particularly to the 
technician. 


Since Lansbury was last reviewed (The Builder, April 27 last), much 
progress has been made. At that stage, only Yorke, Rosenberg and 
Mardall’s Ricardo-street schools were complete. Since then the 
L.C.C. housing on the west side is ready for occupation ; Frederick 
Gibberd’s charming market place is virtually ready ; and Handisyde 
and Stark’s Trinity Congregational Church and Hall is open. These 
in their finished state are all worthy of close inspection, as may be 
judged from the illustrations which are now given, illustrations which 
include the Festival Inn. 








Other works are also at an inter- 
esting stage constructionally. Geof- 
frey Jellicoe’s terrace houses on the 
east side have made rapid progress 
within the past four months, while 
those concerned with the housing 
of old people will find much to 
commend in Booth and Ledeboer’s 
scheme which should provide ameni- 
ties for the 50 old people for whom 
they are intended which should 
satisfy the most stringent tests. A 
good deal of care has been given to 
the layout of the gardens surround- 
ing the building, end this should be 
one of the most successful of the 
contributions which are being made 
to the neighbourhood. 

Adrian Gilbert Scott’s Roman 
Catholic church has now got its 
foundations in; one must. wait 
before being able to assess this 
important work. The Roman 
Catholic school, the Cardinal Griffin, 
is further ahead, and David Stokes’ 
two-floored building, severely con- 
temporary in character, should short- 
ly be ready. ‘The contrast between 
this and the traditional lines of the 
church may be considerable. 


The other housing groups, on the 
north side (Norman and Dawbarn) 
and on the central side (Bridgwater 
and Shepheard) are making pro- 
gress. Both are first-class examples 
of contemporary housing work which 
will add further distinction to the 
local architecture. 


Lansbury, in short, is at a par- 
ticularly interesting stage of develop- 
ment, and the present is a good time 
to visit (or revisit) the work. Hen- 
ing and Chitty’s Town Planning 
pavilion and John Ratcliff’s Building 
Research pavilion add good measure 
to a fascinating display. 

Certain of the completed or near 
completed buildings are now illus- 
trated. Chief among them, both 
from an architectural and an ecclesi- 
astical point of view, are the Trinity 
Church and Hall. 


TRINITY CHURCH, POPLAR 


The Congregational Church is a 
very live organisation in Poplar. In 
addition to the church itself there is a 
large and flourishing range of com- 
munity activities including a Grand- 
fathers’ Club, Womens’ Club, 
Scouts, Guides, clothing and toy 
distribution, and a meals service, etc. 
The accommodation required was : 

(a) A church to seat a total of 
about 400, but arranged so that the 
normal smaller congregation would 
feel comfortable. The church to 
have a light and airy feeling. 

(6) An assembly hall to seat 
approximately 400 with stage in 
addition. The hall to be useable 
for badminton. 

(c) A group of clubrooms and 
offices. 

(d) A caretaker’s flat. 
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West elevation. Assembly hall and clubroom block on left. 


TRINITY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, LANSBURY, POPLAR 
CECIL C. HANDISYDE AND D. ROGERS STARK, AARIBA, AADip, ARCHITECTS 
ASSISTANT-IN-CHARGE: R. V. WARD, MBE, BArch(L’pool), ARIBA 






















































































Ground-floor (left) and upper-floor plans. 
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The Site: The site is on the 
north side of East India Dock-road. 
The main road is to be widened so 
that the frontage line of the site 
had to be set back. Some com- 
pensatory adjustments were made to 
the north boundary, but even so the 
total site area was small for the 


View of buildings, with campanile and clubrooms on 
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amount of accommodation required. 

On the west side of the site a 
small permanent public open space 
with pond, trees, grass and planting 
is being formed by the London 
County Council. The majority of 
the clubrooms overlook these pleas- 
ant gardens, the remainder face east 





left and church on right. 





and form one side of a quiet court- 
yard. 

The Church : To meet the require- 
ments for both small and large con- 
gregations the church has _ been 
planned with a gallery round three 
sides ; this gallery has been pro- 
jected outwards from the lower walls 
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of the church instead of into and 
over the ground floor. This has 
been done in order to give a pleasant 
and compact feeling for normal 
congregations. 


The daylighting of the church is 
somewhat unusual. A light and 
airy feeling was asked for, but the 
site is rather noisy. It was there- 
fore decided to provide most of the 
lighting through small dome lights 
in the roof. Forty dome lights are 
used to do this and provide an 
interesting pattern on a flat ceiling. 
‘Two completely unobstructed clere- 
story windows run along the side 
walls, and the tops of these run right 
up to ceiling level. The object of 
these clerestory windows is to get 
daylight on to the ceiling in order 
to reduce any possible effect of 
glare from the doiae lights which 
otherwise might seem too bright 
if viewed against a dark background. 

The choir area of the church is 
lighted by deeply louvred windows at 
high level which will throw light 
down onto the choir and on the 
Cross and organ-grille which dom- 
inate the east end. ‘These windows 
will not be visible to the congre- 
gation, they are glazed with amber- 
coloured glass to give a sunny effect 
at the east end of the church, and 
the colour of the glass is slightly 
different on north and south sides in 
order to give a slight directional 
effect to the light. The general 
colouring of the church derives its 
natural quality from the use of self- 
coloured materials. The whole of 
the ceiling has, however, been 
painted a very pale turquoise blue. 





Church hall, looking to stage. 
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Entrance to hall. 
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Entrance to church is at right, 


The pews and most of the furnish- 
ings are in natural oak, wax polished. 
Small side windows are used in the 
ground floor to avoid any feeling of 
being ‘“‘shut in.” On the street 
side these small windows are double- 
glazed to reduce sound transmission. 


The Assembly Hall : The feature 
of this is the large glass area giving a 
view into the courtyard and the top 
side lights which give good lighting 
over the entire area. The ceiling 
height is generous to allow for bad- 
minton, etc. The north wall of 
the hall is partially covered with 
fibreboard fixed at varying angles 
so as to avoid cross sound reverbera- 
tion. 

Construction : Trial borings 
showed the soil to be very poor to 
a depth of at least 17 ft. Jn situ 
concrete piles were therefore used 
with a grid of reinforced concrete 
beams on top. 

The general construction is of 
reinforced concrete. In the case of 
the church and assembly hall the 
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main structural members are ex- 
posed above the roof with the result 
that inside the ceilings are flat and 
unobstructed by any beams. In the 
church this, together with the con- 
tinuous runs of side clerestory 
lights, gives an internal appearance 
of a flat ceiling almost floating in 
space. 

The construction of both the 
hall and the actual church consists 
of two-hinged frames, with the 
frames projecting visibly on the 
outside. In some instances, at the 
corners of the hall and over the 
entire roof of the church, the frames 
stand completely free of the actual 
roof-covering. It was required to keep 
these frames as thin as possible, 
and this presented special problems 
when providing sideways stiffening 
to prevent the topchord from buck- 
ling. The actual two-hinged frame 
starts only at gallery level and rests 
on top of circular columns which 
form a colonnade under the gallery. 
These columns, of course, are not 
capable of taking the thrust from the 
frame, and the actual gallery floor 
was used to collect the thrust from 
the frames and bring it to both 
gables of the church, where the 
members are arranged in the walls. 


Materials : The tower and some 
other parts of the exterior are in 
London stock brick in order to 


Entrance to hall and activity rooms. 
Below: Stairs to gallery (left) and 
corridor serving activity rooms. 


THE BUILDER 























211 


ZOU eben ed poner ge tae alate ey ance ges PARI 


wae 


¥ 
ru 
a 


ine coger 
la eae 





EAN LEASE BS MT PRL TE 

















Interior view of church. 


harmonise with the general scheme 
for the whole neighbourhood. By 
using a mixture of first hard stocks 
with 25 per cent. picked dark stocks, 
and using the darker bricks for 
headers ina bond of two stretchers to 
one header, a patterned effect has 
been obtained which gives a slight 
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overall texture to the brickwork. 
Pointing is in cement-lime mortar. 

The end gable walls of the church 
are of precast concrete slabs made 
with large crushed London stock 
bricks to give a heavily textured 
surface. Contrasting with this is 
the smooth blue-grey surface of the 
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The furnishings are not yet all in position. 


columns. These ate structurally re- 
inforced columns and were precast 
and finished in the factory with the 
final polished terrazzo surfacing. 
Similar blue-grey terrazzo is used 
for precast panels between ground- 
and first-floor windows of the club- 
room block. 
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The main frames of the church 
and assembly hall are in ordinary 
concrete finished by bush hammer- 
ing but with a 1 in. clear margin 


left to emphasise arrises. Gable 
copings and certain other stone 
trim are in precast reconstructed 


stone, using a Portland stone aggre- 
gate. The exterior of the upper 
side walls to the church is covered 
with sheet copper. Roofs are laid 
flat and covered with three-layer 
roofing felt finished with a layer of 
stone chippings. A bright touch 
is given to the clubroom exterior 
by the window mullions which are 
finished in a soft blue coloured tile. 





SHOPPING 
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Internally the finishes are very 
simple. The choir floor is in 
Hopton Wood stone and the assem- 
bly hall floor in a small patterned 
oak block. The kitchen has a buff 
coloured quarry tile and the en- 
trance hall and crush hall floors are 
in precast terrazzo tiles made from 
a Hopton Wood stone aggregate. 
Elsewhere most of the floors are of 
asphalt composition tiles, often laid 
in patterns of various colours. The 
church gallery floor is covered with 
heavy linoleum. 

Walls in the lower part of the 
church are fair-faced, buff-coloured 
sand-lime bricks. The church gal- 


View of shops with maisonettes above. 


CENTRE AND MARKET PLACE, LANSBURY, 


lery walls are panelled in 2 ft. 
squares of hardboard left untreated 
except that the west end wall is per- 
forated to give added sound absorp- 
tion. Behind the hardboard is a 
1 in. thickness of glass fibre to give 
improved heat insulation and to 
add to the sound absorption of the 
hardboard panels. 

Heating : Heating is froma boiler- 
house in a basement under the 
assembly hall entrance. Two auto- 
matic stokers are used to fire coal- 
burning boilers. Heating in the 


church is by underfloor panels in 
the ground floor and by convector 
radiators in the gallery. 


The club- 
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FREDERICK GIBBERD, FRIBA, MTPI, ARCHITECT 


















































BEDROOM 


Plans of a maisonette over a shop, showing lower and upper floors. 
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View showing assembly halls block. 


RICARDO STREET PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOLS, LANSBURY 
F. R. S. YORKE, E. ROSENBERG AND C. S. MARDALL, FFRIBA, ARCHITECTS 


K. 


room is heated by underfloor panels 
with the addition of radiators on the 
east wall of the small hall. The 
assembly hall has a combination of 
convector radiators between the 
courtyard windows with warm air 
heating and ventilation. Warm air 
enters at high level through grilles 
in the sides of the stage proscenium 
and is extracted over the entrance 
door. 


SHOPPING CENTRE AND 
MARKET PLACE 


The new shopping centre and 
market place, which provides an 
open space for the stalls of the street 
traders, is restricted to pedestrians 
and thus avoids the dangers from 
traffic. It has shops on two sides, 
set back beneath maisonettes and 
flats to form covered arcades for 
shelter in wet weather. On the 
south side is a covered market with 
permanent stalls for the sale of meat 
and fish, giving protection from dust 
and the weather. Adjoining this is 


a public lavatory, and a clock tower 
will be erected with a look-out plat- 
form atthe top. Along the southern 
boundary of the market square is a 
small garden. The shopping 
centre will serve not only the whole 
of Lansbury, but adjoining neigh- 
bourhoods as well. It will ultimately 
be extended as far as Cordelia- 
street to the north, and _ south- 
wards to include a cinema and shops 
flanking a wide footway leading 
from the market place to the East 
India Dock-road. The shops are 
the lock-up type and will be appor- 
tioned by trades according to the 
needs of the neighbourhood. The 
whole of the paved area is laid out 
in a varied rectangular pattern, to 
provide visual interest and to define 
the positions for the collapsible 
stalls in the market area. A public 
house is situated at each end of the 
market place. 

The maisonettes are mainly two- 
bedroom dwellings, though a few 
have three bedrooms, with a kitchen- 
dining-room and a_ living-room 





W. GRIEB, ASSISTANT-IN-CHARGE 


beneath. Behind the shops to the 
north side is a double row of lock- 
up garages. Construction is mainly 
of London stock brick and dark plum 
red brick, with reinforced concrete 
columns carrying beams over the 
shops to support the load-bearing 
brick walls of the maisonettes 
above. The columns to the arcade 
are faced with blue faience tiles 
and the three-storey shop is faced 
with light-grey faience. The roofs 
are of grey-green slate and the 
paving is of reconstructed stone in 
various colours. 


RICARDO STREET NURSERY 
AND PRIMARY SCHOOLS 


These two schools are admin- 
istered and staffed by the London 
County Council, to provide educa- 
tion for boys and girls from the age 
of two to five years in the nursery 
school, and for infants of five to 
seven and juniors up to the age of 
11 in the primary school. The 
two schools have been designed on 
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an irregular plan, amid gardens and 
play-spaces which can also be used 
for open-air classes. 

The Nursery School is in effect 
entirely separate from the primary 
school and is built in the shape of 
an ‘“‘ L,” one storey high, so that a 
little courtyard is formed with the 
end wall of the primary school. 


The primary school classroom wing. 


The Primary School has been care- 
fully planned as two narrow blocks 
standing side by side, joined by 
bridges. This has made it possible 
to design light, airy classrooms, 
with windows on both sides, though 
the main lighting is from the south 
through large windows, which run 
almost continuously through the 


length of the building and on both 
floors. The northern block forms a 
corridor and cloakrooms. 
Construction. The classroom 
block is of light steel framework 
construction faced with concrete 
slabs, the assembly halls are of 
reinforced concrete and steel, faced 
with London stock brick and 
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Ground-floor plan of primary school. 
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The main front, showing the 
Festival sign. Below: Ground- 
floor plan and (right) cellar 
plan. 







THE FESTIVAL INN, 
LANSBURY, POPLAR 


FREDERICK GIBBERD, FRIBA 
| MTPI, ARCHITECT FOR ELEVA- 
a TIONS. R. W. STODDART, FRIBA, 
ARCHITECT FOR THE INTERIOR 
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Hornton stone. The rest of the 
structure is in the same brick, 
load-bearing in the case of the 
administration block and combined 
with a light steel frame in the 
nursery school. 


THE FESTIVAL INN 


“The Festival Inn ”’ is the public 
house planned for Lansbury. As 
“The Festival Inn” forms part 
of the market buildings, Mr. Fred- 
erick Gibberd, F.R.I.B.A., was asked 
to design the elevations so that a unity 
of architectural treatment could be 
preserved throughout all the market 
buildings. The interior of ‘‘ The 
Festival Inn” has been designed 
by Mr. R. W. Stoddart, F.R.I.B.A., 
surveyor to Messrs. Truman, Han- 
bury, Buxton and Co., Ltd. Town 
planning requirements have pro- 
duced an irregular shaped site 
which has presented some planning 
problems. 


The house has a large public bar 
with a recess for dart playing. At 
the rear end of the bar a small glass 
dome is formed to give additional 
light to the bar. There are two 
saloon bars linked by an opening 
next to the fireplaces. Meals can 
be served in all bars, but there is 
also a first-floor dining-room where 
30 to 35 meals can be served at one 
time. This room will be used as 
a dining-room at midday and as a 
clubroom in the evenings. 


The basement is equipped with a 
plant which will cool or heat the 
draught beer cellar so that the beer 
is kept at the same temperature all 
the year round. On the first floor 
there is a well-equipped kitchen. 
Living accommodation for the 





Corner of saloon bar. 
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The 








side elevation. 
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The public bar. 
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L.C.C. SIX-STOREY FLATS ON THE WEST SIDE, LANSBURY 


C. H. WALKER, OBE, FRIBA, HOUSING DIRECTOR AND VALUER, LCC. 


SIDNEY 


HOWARD, LRIBA, THEN HOUSING ARCHITECT 


licensee is a self-contained second- 
floor flat. On the first floor a staff 
room and one staff bedroom with 
w.c. and bathroom is provided. 

External finishings are similar to 
the market buildings and consist 
of stock brickwork and a slated 
roof ; the ground floor elevation is 
faced in Quarzite tiles. The inn 
sign is an unusual one, consisting 
of a central support around the base 
of which there will be a seat. On 
top of the central support there is 
a ring of carved figures repre- 
senting typical London types danc- 
ing round the Skylon. 


HOUSING : WEST SIDE 


Situated at the western end of the 
exhibition is a group of six- and 
three-storey flats, in a setting of 
gardens and children’s play spaces. 
They comprise 158 flats of from one 
to four rooms, each with its own 
kitchen, bathroom and separate w.c. 
The two smaller six-storey blocks 
will eventually be extended when 
the old houses facing Canton-street 
have been demolished. The six- 
storey flats are equipped with pas- 
senger lifts large enough to carry 
perambulators. There is a laundry 





























in one of the large blocks that had 
an existing basement and the other 
blocks have laundry rooms on the 
ground or first floor. All structures 
are of brick with load-bearing walls 
faced externally with London stock 
brick. All plumbing is internal and 
is contained in ducts within the 
structure. 


CONSULTANTS AND 
CONTRACTORS 


The various consultants, builders, 
specialists and suppliers engaged 
on the buildings illustrated will be 
found on page 229. 




















Ground-jloor plan 
of six-storey block. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


C.P.R.E. LONDON BRANCH 

IT WOULD SEEM, considering the large 
proportion of the millions constituting 
London’s population who derive a great 


- deal of pleasure from their immediate 


countryside and beyond, that the extra 
4,000 members sought by the Council for 
the Preservation of Rural England repre- 
sents a modest target and one which 


should be. achieved without much 
difficulty. 
Unfortunately, however, there is not 


so much widespread apathy in people’s 
minds on the question of the need to 
preserve the beauty of the countryside 
as a lack of effort in offering active 
support to the minority who strive to keep 
it unspoiled. The present position of the 
C.P.R.E. gives the proof of this fact. It 
is short of funds. 


In order to raise more money (£4,000 
is the sum asked for) to enable it to carry 
on its work the Council has created a 
London branch and membership is open 
to all at one guinea a year. A question 
which many will, no doubt, be asking— 
Why has it taken the C.P.R.E. since 1926 
(the year in which it was founded) to 
realise the advantage of having a London 
branch ?—Should not deter all who love 
their London from joining the branch. 


AN ARCHITECT HONOURED 


TWENTY-SIX YEARS after winning the 
open competition for Leeds University, 
Mr. T. A. Lodge, O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A. (of 
the firra of Lanchester and Lodge) is to be 
honoured by the University with the 
degree of Doctor of Letters, honoris causa. 
Mr. Lodge has recently completed the new 
Crompton Parkinson building which forms 
part of the scheme of development. 


The degree will be awarded in Novem- 
ber, and at the same ceremony Mr. J. E. 
Laybourn will be honoured with the 
degree of Hon. M.A. Mr. Laybourn 
has been clerk to the fabric of the Uni- 
versity tor 25 years, and has supervised 
all the building work that has been done 
since the competition was decided. 


A.A. PRINCIPALSHIP 


CLosinG date for applications for the 
vacant post of Principal of, the Archi- 
tectural Association’s School of Archi- 
tecture is September 1 next. Any appoint- 
ment made will take effect not earlier 
than September 10 next or later than 
September 1, 1952. The post, which is 
open to practising architects or to those 
who have recently been practising, carries 
an annual salary of £1,500 — £2,000. 


NEW HOUSING DEPUTY 


Mr. A. R. Pratt,A.R.1I.B.A.,A.R.LC.S., 
Chief Assistant Architect to Paddington 
Borough Council, has been appointed 
Deputy Director of Housing for West- 
minster City Council. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Following the death of Mr. GEOFFREY A. DAVENTRY, 
F.1.A.S., the two firms of which he was a partner will 
be carried on as follows :—MEssrRs. ROBINSON AND 
Roops, chartered quantity surveyors, of 27, Old Glou- 
cester-street, Queen-square, W.C.1., will be carried on 
by the remaining partner, Mk. F. G. J. VENN, A.R.I.C.S. 
F.1.A.S., under the same title and at the same address. 
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A NARROW BOAT IN LONDON. Those crossing Lambeth Bridge a fortnight 


ago may have seen off Lambeth pier a craft not usually found in tidal waters. 


The ‘‘ narrow 


boat,” seen in our photographs, brought Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Clifford and their family 


of four boys from Stoke-on-Trent to see the Festival. 


The vessel, M.V. Danube, was disused 


when found by the owners, who had her cut down to 48 ft. and fitted out to sleep 8. Galley 

and w.c. are provided within the 7 ft. v in. beam and with her petrol engine she makes 6 knots. 

The lower photograph shows the paintings on the superstructure, characteristic of these canal 

craft and executed by one of the few remaining masters of this fascinating art, while the 

upper view was taken just before the vessel cast off on her return journey to the Potteries via the 
Thames and the Oxford and Banbury Canal. 








Messrs. ROBINSON AND Roops, of 20, Liverpool- 
gardens, Worthing, Sussex, will be carried on by the 
remaining partner, Mr. R. H. Lownritgs, F.R.I.C.S., 
under the title of Messrs. ROBINSON, LOWRIES AND 
Roops, chartered quantity surveyors, at the same 
address. 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, AUGUST 20 
INSTITUTE OF REGISTERED ARCHITECTS.—Opening of 
exhibition on “‘ The Architect and the Community.” 
Lambeth Town Hall. Continuing until September 1. 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 23 
SOCIETY FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS WITH THE U.S.S.R. 
—‘“ Impressions of Soviet Architecture in Moscow and 
Tashkend,” by Mr. _F. W. B. Charles, B.Arch., 
A.R.I.B.A., 14, Kensington-square, W.8. 6.45 p.m. 








FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1851 


Saturday, August 16, 1851. 


ARCHITECTURE IN. MaLta.—A first at- 
tempt has been made to introduce the 
old English domestic style of architecture 
into the island of Malta, where the Italian 
palatial mostly prevails. This edifice 
was built, at the expense of an English 
gentleman resident in the island, by a 
Maltese architect. A castellated centre 
covers a lofty hall, which communicates 
with and ventilates every part of the house. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


THE LONDON BUILDERS’ 
CONFERENCE 
To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—On my return from a_ short 

holiday I read your leading article 
of July 27 on the London Builders’ 
Conference, and in view of its terms I 
hope you will allow me, as Chairman of 
the Conference, prominent space for this 
reply. 

I make no complaint as to your state- 
ment of facts about the Conference, i.e., 
as far as it goes, these being taken pre- 
sumably from the Memorandum of Evi- 
dence submitted by the Conference to the 
Building Industry Working Party—a copy 
of which I recently sent you—but when 
you go on to claim that your article gives 
“‘a fair statement of the case” for the 
Conference and to assert that this case 
“is based on the assumption that all com- 
petition in the building industry is vicious 
and suicidal’ I begin to doubt -whether 
you can have read much of- the Memo- 
randum, so completely is this assertion at 
variance with the whole tenor of that 
document. 

Social and economic developments in 
the past century and a half have led to 
the progressive curtailment of price- 
competition in most industries, often 
ending in virtual monopoly, under -private 
or State control. And many sections of 
the building industry—using the word in 
its widest sense to include all those depend- 
ent on building for their livelihood— 
have shown the same tendency in high 
degree. But, as you rightly point out, 
for the building contractor price-com- 
petition has actually increased and very 
greatly increased : nevertheless the Con- 
ference still believes in such competition 
as vital to the maintenance of the highest 
efficiency and technical progress. From 
its inception it has stood for competition, 
only asking that it should be fair alike to 
building owner and to the industry. If 
action by the Conference, carefully directed 
to this end, is to receive your unqualified 
condemnation, if its members are on that 
account to be dubbed “ flat-footed,” 
what galaxy of opprebrious epithets do 
you reserve for the operative, the archi- 
tect and the surveyor who—I think for 
very sound reasons—have abandoned 
price-competition completely as a method 
of determining their remuneration, leaving 
competition only in the quality of their 
service? Or what judgment would you 
pass on the many sub-contracting sections 
of the building industry exerting mono- 
polistic control in varying degree in their 
several spheres ? 

But- your righteous zeal for untram- 
melled competition seems to have evapor- 
ated completely when you come to the 
specialist sub-contractors. ‘‘ Architects 
must continue,” you say “to protect 
their clients’ interests by nominating 
specialist -sub-contractors to carry out 
(not on a price competitive basis) all 
these more highly skilled operations.” 
As a statement of the real reasons for 
the widespread adoption of the practice 
of nominating sub-contractors without 
compétition this is hardly likely to be 
accepted by anyone with much knowledge 
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of the subject and indeed any adequate 
review of the practice must take account 
also of its financial implications for client, 
architect and sub-contractor respectively, 
but this would take me beyond the scope 
of the present letter. I must, however, 
emphatically protest at the grave injustice 
you do the building contractor when you 
say that this specialisation by sub-con- 
tractors has reduced his function to that 
of ‘‘an agent-cum-pay-clerk, shedding 
all responsibility on the architect.”” Most 
architects would indeed be in a sorry 
plight if they did in fact try to assume the 
heavy burden of administrative organ- 
isation, supervision and co-ordination now 
resting on the main contractor for any 
major building project, not to mention 
his all-embracing ultimate responsibility 
for everything done, or not done, by the 
many sub-contractors on the job. 

And yet, after essaying to draw this 
illogical distinction between contractor 
and sub-contractor in the matter of com- 
petition, you go on to admit that the present 
competitive system at its best is “ not 
perfect”? and to refer with seeming 
approval to a system under which even the 
main contractor is nominated without 
competition ! 

I am afraid that the very representative 
Simon Committee on The Placing and 
Management of Building Contracts were 
not quite so delicate in their criticisms 
of the competitive system. ‘They roundly 
condemned the waste of time and money 
involved in large competitions, especially 
those publicly advertised, the mixing of 
firms of different standards in one com- 
petition and the concentration on price 


“THE BUILDER” PRICES 


Complimentary Luncheon to 
Mr. C. F. Hollowell 


A COMPLIMENTARY LUNCHEON to Mr. 
C. F. Hollewell, Chairman and director of 
Messrs Foster and Dicksee, Ltd., was 
given by the directors of The Builder, 
Ltd., at the Stafford Hotel, S.W., on 
August 9. The occasion was to mark 
the retirement of Mr. Hollowell after 
nearly 40 years as Prices Correspondent 
of the newspaper. Mr. H. A. Cox, 
F.C.A., F.S.A., Hon. A.R.I.B.A. (Chair- 
man of The Builder, Ltd.), in expressing 
the directors’ appreciation of Mr. Hollo- 
well’s services, said that he believed that 
appreciation was shared by the building 
industry which reposed confidence in the 
Prices of Materials as published in the 
newspaper. 

In accepting as a memento a suitably 
inscribed drawing, by H. Frank Hear, 
of St. Paul’s, Mr. Hollowell spoke of the 
difficulties which faced the estimator 
to-day as compared with his more for- 
tunate colleague between the wars. The 
prices which The Builder gave were, he 
said, fair to all parties, and as such were 
accepted by many Government depart- 
ments and by local authorities as their 
standard, as well as by the industry. 

Also present at the luncheon were Mr. 
R. G. Main, Mr. A. E. L. Cox and Mr. 
Brian Oldfield (directors, The Builder), 
Mr. Ian M. Leslie (Editor), Mr. John B. 
Perks (executive director) and Mr. D. E. 
Woodbine Parish. 
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to the exclusion of all other considerations. 
“There is only one definite guarantee 
of a good job,” they declared, “‘ a com- 
petent and honest builder who has ob- 


tained a contract at a fair price... . 
And while they were fully alive to the 
advantages of a privately-negotiated con- 
tract, where this was preferred by the 
owner, they recommended that ‘“ com- 
petitive tenders should therefore in all 
cases be called from a limited number of 
firms carefully selected as. being capable 
of and likely to do work of the standard 
required.” 

The Conference fully accepts these 
objectives which have indeed always 
guided its operations. By charging 
directly for the cost of tendering on each 
competition, instead of pooling it for all 
jobs in general overheads, the Conference 
members give a financial inducement to 
building owners to keep competitions 
small, thereby reducing the waste of time 
and money in needless tendering ; this 
leads to cheaper building, to more careful 
selection of contractors to compete and 
in consequence to greater regard by con- 
tractors for their reputation and therefore 
to better building. 

Apart from this variation in the method 
of recovering tendering costs, the Con- 
ference does not exert any control over 


the free competition of its members unless _, 


there is clear evidence of a price being 
uneconomic for the work required, i.e., 
at a level insufficient to provide fair 
remuneration for those engaged in the 
industry and at the same time to maintain 
and progressively improve its efficiency. 
Even in these cases—comparatively rare 
under present conditions—the Conference 
does no more than raise the price to a fair 
level. 

And what follows? If the price is 
to be a fair one for the job in any event, 
there is no longer any point in including 
in the competition firms of low reputation, 
either in workmanship or conduct ; there 
is no longer that fundamental antagonism 
between the architect anxious to get a 
good job and the builder seeking to make 
a profit out of an inadequate price, an 
antagonism that is most detrimental to 
good, speedy and efficient building and 
leads to interminable bickering in the 
final settlement. 

The Conference has never claimed more 
than that its scheme is an honest attempt, 
and so far the only one, generally to attain 
the objectives set by the Simon Committee. 
Like everything else in this world it is 
capable of improvement and could un- 
doubtedly be improved with the co- 
operation of the building professions. 
When the Simon Report appeared, my 
Council did in fact invite the R.I.B.A. 
and the R.I.C.S. to take part in informal 
discussions on the best way of achieving 
these objectives, pointing out how closely 
the interests of these professions, no less 
than those of the building contractors, 
were wrapped up in the maintenance of 
private enterprise in, building, but to 
our deep regret the invitation was declined. 
It is still open. 

ALFRED Hurst, 
Chairman, London 
Builders’ Conference. 


32, Portland-place, W.1. 
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LONDON’S TWELVE BEST 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—From the letters in your columns 

it seems that four buildings feature 

in most lists, if we accept the following : 

Westminster Abbey, St. Paul’s, Somerset 

House, and the Banqueting Hall, White- 
hall. 

My own choice for the remaining eight 
would be : 

(1) The Tower of London with its 
massive grouping and medieval 
silhouette. One should then go from there 
by river bus to Cadogan Pier (passing the 
South Bank Exhibition and Battersea 
Power Station and other interesting build- 
ings not specifically included) to 

(2) Chelsea Hospital with its fine detail 
and excellent grouping of main and sub- 
sidiary buildings ; 

(3) Peter Jones Store, one of the more 
satisfactory examples in the contemporary 
manner ; 

(4) Royal Albert Hall, magnificent in 
conception and construction ; 

(5) The Ionic Screen at Hyde Park 
Corner which, though not a building, is 
such fine architecture ; 

(6) Boodle’s Club, St. James’s, with its 
exquisite detail (and, if seen, the wonder- 
ful interior), and an incidental view of 
St. James’s Palace ; 

(7) Carlton House Terrace, to include 
one example of domestic architecture in 
the grand manner ; and 

(8) Finishing in the Horse Guards 
Parade ground to see the lovely Horse 
Guards Buildings, whose beautiful silhou- 
ette is soon to be obscured by the new 
Government offices. 

If any extra time is available I would 
suggest a short walk to the suspension 
bridge in St. James’s Park, the view from 
which must be among the most delightful 
in the world. 

Mona ParisuH. 

5, Lurgan Mansions, S.W.1. 








To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The lively correspondence on this 
subject shows the difficulty of getting 
agreement about architecture. However, 
no other result could be expected when 
account is taken of the volume and variety 
of buildings to select from over a period 
of about 900 years, and the inevitable 
complications resulting from personal 
taste. 

In attempting a selection of this kind 
one must follow one of two courses: 
either (1) try to represent every period 
or style at its best, which means including 
the historical showplaces, or (2) select 
12 buildings outstanding for their archi- 
tectural qualities irrespective of period. 
As “Hari Bona’s” American friend 
made it clear that he was more interested 
in fine architecture than historical asso- 
ciations, the second course is the one to 
follow in this case. 

If I had to make a selection under the 
conditions specified I would not trouble 
about the historical showplaces since they 
must already be familiar to most visitors 


- from hooks and, moreover, if the tour is 


made by car, it is possible to take a rapid 
glance at most of them en route. I would 
concentrate on 12 fine buildings that are 
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not so much inf the public eye, and even 
in a day I think it would be possible to 
spread the net a good deal wider than 
“Hari Bona” does. One final point: 
some buildings may not be perfect as 
entities, but include some feature or 
features that put them in a class apart ; 


my list includes a few of these. Here it 
is, given as an itinerary :— 

(1) Kenwood, Hampstead, Robert 
Adam, architect. 

(2) The Institute of | Chartered 
Accountants, Moorgate. John Belcher 


and Beresford Pite, architects. 

(3) The Law Courts, Strand (because 
of its magnificent Great Hall). G. E. 
Street, architect. 

(4) Drury Lane Theatre (because of its 
incomparable late Georgian vestibule and 
staircase). Benjamin Wyatt, architect. 

(5) “Country Life” Office, Covent 
Garden (because of its superb elevation, 
a late fine flowering of the English 
Renaissance). Sir Edwin Lutyens, archi- 
tect. 

(6) The Playhouse, Northumberland- 
avenue (because of its rich and refined 
interior). Detmar Blow and Fernand 
Billerey, architects. 

(7) The R.I.B.A. Building. G. Grey 
Wornum, architect. 

(8) 44, Berkeley-square (because of its 
grand elevation and superb staircase). 
William Kent, architect. 

(9) The Albert Hall (because of its 
vast interior, as impressive as a Roman 
amphitheatre). Captain Fowke and 
Colonel Scott, architects. 

(10) Chelsea Hospital. 
Wren, architect. 

(11) Crosby Hall, Chelsea. 

(12) All Saints Church, Tooting Grave- 
ney (one of the finest examples of modern 
Gothic I know). ‘Temple Moore, 
architect. 

This is admittedly a mixed bag, but 
every building mentioned gives me the 
authentic thrill of fine architecture. Can 
any of your readers cite a comparable list ? 


INTERESTED LAYMAN. 
(I enclose my card.) 


“ SHODDY WORKMANSHIP ” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I be allowed a little of your 
valuable space in order to answer a 
very blatant slight on Great Britain’s most 
highly skilled industry made by Mr. A. W. 
Hudson, in his letter published in your 
issue of August 3. 

As a member of the building industry 
who has grown up with, cherished and 
taken pride in its efficiency and craft, I 
resent this damning and untrue generalisa- 
tion. ‘“‘ Bodgery” will never be found 
in a builder’s curriculum, but impro- 
visation and ingenuity are accepted 
essentials in these modern times. 

Mr. Hudson, in his reference to “ the 
use of excuses for inefficiency,” uses the 
word “us.” I am to conclude by the 
text of his letter that he is engaged on 
the architectural side, and I feel. it is very 
impertinent on his part to assume so 
much on behalf of so many without their 
prior endorsement. Our industry, like 
so many others over the past 10 years, 
has been fraught with problems, and when 
one takes into consideration the quota of 


Sir Christopher 
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semi-skilled labour that has been absorbed 
and trained, along with the shortage of 
materials, etc., Mr. Hudson, so far from 
throwing stones should, on the contrary, 
marvel at a fine achievement. 

It appears that your correspondent has, 
unfortunately, had very little dealings 
with a building contractor, and in order 
to bring about a speedy and healthy 
conditioning of his mental aggravation, I 
would suggest that an immediate change 
to a reputable firm will be much more 
effective than the time afforded to the 
one-and-a-third column of trash so penned. 


FREDERICK PARKER. 
142, Notting Hill-gate, W.11. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The amusing and _ interesting 
letter of Mr. A. W. Hudson in your 
issue of August 3, states a great truth—the 
lack of craftsmen in the industry. After 
50 years’ experience, from junior to 
managing director in a medium-sized 
business, I say unhesitatingly that crafts- 
manship in the industry is waning. Years 
ago for a particular or intricate job, or for 
starting a new job, you looked over your 
men, and sent any that might be available, 
but not so to-day. For important work 
you have to handpick your men, and 
reject a large percentage as being unsuit- 
able. Except in a few isolated cases, 
this invariably means selecting the older 
men. A few cases of the younger men— 
those between 30 and 35—come to mind, 
but they are very much in the minority. 
I attribute this very largely to the fact 
that the younger generation have no love 
for, and little interest in, the crafts. It 
would be interesting if your correspond- 
ents would give us their views on this 
question. 

I give below a few of the reasons why 
I think this state of affairs exists :— 

1. The Ministry of Works have issued 
Registration Licences to all and sundry, 
without knowing the capabilities of the 
applicants, or their qualifications for 
running a building business. Goed 
craftsmen have started as a one man 
business, but have no experience of 
running a business. 

2. The Ministry of Works and local 
authorities have largely drawn on foremen 
and craftsmen in jobs as inspectors, 
rough quantity surveyors and for adminis- 
trative jobs, for which they are unsuited 
and unqualified. 

3. Numbers of operatives have drifted 
into factories, and are lost to the industry. 

4. Incentive bonuses on output put a 
premium on inferior work, and there 
seems to be no way of assessing a bonus 
on neat, accurate and intricate werk. 

5. The apprentice loses interest to 
wards the end of his time—mostly I think 
due to the fact that immediately he 
finishes his apprenticeship, his military 
service prevents him continuing in his 
craft. 

6. Since 1939 there has been, in the 
provinces, very little work licensed other 
than utility building, but even this, with 
the majority of operatives, is beyond their 
ability, unless a foreman is in charge to 
show them how. 

I believe this country succeeded in its 
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export trade in days gone by because 
British-made articles were synonymous 
with good quality, but if the goods we 
buy now are anything of a guide, this day 
seems to have passed. And what applies 
to British goods and good quality should 
apply to the building industry. I believe 
the days of good, sound, accurate, neat 
work will return to the building industry, 
but what can be done to hasten that day ? 
PROVINCIAL CONTRACTOR. 


CRICKET AND BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,— The letter from Mr. Thomas 
Foster in your last issue contains an 
idea which is surely valuable. May I 
mention in this connection that we revived 
our cricket team this year, and have had 
some pleasant matches against teams 
provided by the staffs of builders, archi- 
tects, and City engineers. 

Although the season is getting late, we 
should be pleased to hear from a team who 
may still want a fixture, either this season 
or next. As Mr. Foster suggests, the 
teams should be from some organisation 
connected with actual building. 


H. J. VENNING. 
(H. J. Venning and Partners.) 
16, Gower-street, 
Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


WEST SUSSEX COUNTY 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


Southern Section 


THE development plan for the southern 

part of West Sussex was approved by 
the County Council at its recent meeting. 
The plan for the northern area has already 
been submitted to the Minister and is now 
on deposit. The plan for the southern 
area, which has been prepared by the 
county planning officer (Mr. J. G. Jefferson), 
covers an area of 155,333 acres and provides 
for a population of 298,700 in 1971, which 
represents an increase of roughly 76,000 
over the existing population. 

In addition to the county map, there are 
twelve town maps, nine maps of areas of 
comprehensive development and_ twenty 
areas designated for compulsory acquisi- 
tion. As well as the written statement, 
there are no less than 53 separate maps. 

The area dealt with by the plan consists 
of the fertile plain south of the Downs, in- 
cluding the coast towns and villages. 

The county planning committee have had 
to deal with the conflicting interests (a) of 
agriculture and the urban development along 
the coast, (b) of holiday makers and local in- 
habitants, and (c) of the preservation of 
amenity and the need to provide improved 
services and facilities. 

Ht is proposed to conserve agricultural 
land and encourage increased efficiency in 
food production insofar as this is consistent 
with the other needs of the community. 


The committee have recognised that the 
preservation of the beauty of the Sussex 
landscape is of great importance. It is even 
more important where the area depends upon 
the maintenance of amenities, historic and 
otherwise, for attracting the holidaymaker. 
The policy of the protection and enhance- 
ment of the beauties of the rural landscape 
will be encouraged, and areas of particular 
scenic importance have been indicated on 
the maps. Strips of public open space are 
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proposed along extensive lengths of the coast- 
line, and the need for improved access by 
the general public to the beaches in certain 
areas is to be met as far as possible. 

The western part of the area is rich in 
gravel deposits. It is recognised that these 
must be worked to serve the demands of a 


wider area than that covered by the plan. In’ 


order to limit the extent of these workings, 
land for this purpose has been allocated on 
the maps. The restoration of these areas 
to agricultural use will, in appropriate cases, 
be regarded as an essential condition of con- 
sent to excavation. The proposals contained 
in the plan differ slightly from the recom- 
mendations of the Waters Committee, parti- 
cularly in recommending the winning of more 
gravel from the “terraces” on the foothills 
of the Downs. 

New residential development will be en- 
couraged where it can be absorbed into 
existing towns and villages without detri- 
ment to their character, amenities or func- 
tion in the rural economy and where it will 
not prove seriously prejudicial to other needs 
of the community. Applications outside 
development areas will be favourably con- 
sidered if they fall into either of the follow- 
ing classes :— 

Class I.—{1) they are adjacent to a pro- 
posed village centre and (2) will not occupy 
good agricultural land. 

Class IIl.—(1) Water, electricity and satis- 
factory drainage are available; (2) access is 
good; (3) they will not occupy good agricul- 
tural land; (4) they are not likely to injure the 
amenities of the neighbourhood; and (5) a 
sufficient area is restricted from building 
around the site to preserve amenity and 
avoid ribbon development. 


New Roads 


Of the major road proposals the most im- 
portant is an east-west trunk road to re- 
place A27 from Worthing to Chichester pass- 
ing immediately to the north of Littlehamp- 
ton or Bognor Regis involving a new bridge 
over the Arun. Further east an improve- 
ment to the existing route will be a new 
bridge over both the Adur and the railway 
line to replace the existing toll bridge. Other 
major road schemes include by-passes to five 
villages and numerous road diversions. 


Of the road improvements included in the 
various town maps perhaps the most import- 
ant are the new bridge and central area 
scheme in Littlehampton and the three new 
bridges over the railway at Worthing. 

Of the towns for which maps have been 
prepared the two most interesting are per- 
haps Chichester, a cathedral city with a 
history going back to pre-Roman times and 
famous for its Georgian architecture, and 
Worthing, the largest seaside holiday resort 
within the area. 

The plan for Chichester differs slightly 
from that prepared by Dr. Thomas Sharp* 
firstly in the estimate of the population to 
be accommodated, secondly in the omission 
of a northern by-pass, and thirdly in the de- 
tailed treatment of the inner ring road. 


The plan for Worthing does not include 
any extensive areas of comprehensive de- 
velopment. The major problem has been 
the estimate of the probable requirements of 
the immigrant population having regard to 
the need to conserve valuable agricultural 
land. The proposals envisage an increase in 
population from about 68,000 at the present 
time to 85,000 in 1971. 





* “ Georgian City,’’ by Thomas Sharp. (The Southern 
Publishing Co., Ltd.). 
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EXHIBITION OF KENT’S 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
Extensive Tour Proposed 


YV HERE may you build a house in Kent 

now or in future years? Where will 
factories be encouraged to spring up in the 
county? What are the routes for Kent’s 
future roads and by-passes? To what 
extent will orchards, hop-gardens and other 
traditional Kentish features be safeguarded 
against urban development? Which beauty 
spots are likely to be preserved? 

These and many other questions intimately 
concerning the 14 million people of Kent 
are .asked—and provisionally answered—in 
a display of maps, diagrams and other docu- 
ments now being assembled for a tour of 
the county. The exhibition, “ Kent of To- 
morrow,” is being arranged by Kent County 
Council and will visit 11 centres. Its purpose 
is to enable all sections of the public to be- 
come more acquainted with proposals in the 
County Development Plan which, when 
finally adopted, is likely to influence the pat- 
tern or life of the county for at least 20 
years. 

The exhibition has’ been on view recently 
at the County Hall, Maidstone. 


The chairman of the County Planning 
Committee, CAPTAIN Ww. WIGHAM 
RICHARDSON, states, ““Two years ago, the 
County Council published a preliminary 
outline plan for Kent and invited county 
district councils, public and voluntary bodies 
and individual members of the public to ex- 
press their views on it. Comments were 
received from several hundred sourcés and 
numerous exchanges followed. The object 
of the County Council was to obtain the 
maximum measure of agreement ever likely 
to be achieved over a preject involving about 
1,500. square miles of land and inevitably 
having controversial aspects. 


Public Inquiries 


“The Development Plan has now reached 
an advanced stage of preparation. Amended 
in the light of two years’ discussion, it will 
again be sent to local authorities of Kent 
for their final views if the County Coun- 
cil decides to adopt it in November. It 
will then go to the Minister of Local Govern- 
ment and Planning for approval, rejection or 
amendment. Public Inquiries may have to 
be held in 1952 to ventilate any outstanding 
poinis of disagreement. Subsequently the 
Plan will be reviewed at least every five 
years. 

“The County Council has been bound by 
law to consult the various interests affected 
by the Plan. In fact, the council at the 
earliest possible stage decided to exceed the 
minimum statutory requirements and to 
ae the fullest exchange of ideas practic- 
a e.” 


THEFTS OF LEAD 
Sterner Sentences Decision 


So seERIOUS has become pilfering, parti- 
cularly of lead from houses and other places, 
that Birkenhead magistrates have decided to 
take strong action with a view to putting a 
stop to this kind of theft. 

Two cases were heard recently at the 
Birkenhead Court, and one of the men was 
sent to prison for four months. He had 
previous convictions for theft. 

In the second case a man with an excel- 
lent character was fined £20. His excuse was 
that he took the lead to mend a leaking pipe 
at home. 
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; R e I ° C e S e 
Institution’s Educational Policy 


PHE following summary has been pub- 
lished in the R.L.C.S: Journal of some 
of the most urgent decisions reached by the 
Council of the Royal Institution following 
consideration of the report of the Watson 
Committee. 

2. In general, it is stated, the results of 
the review have emphasised that the educa- 
tional policy of the Institution is soundly 
based and, having stood the test of time, does 
not call for drastic amendment. It was the 
Watson Committee’s object—later endorsed 
by the Council—* to secure that candidates 
admitted to corporate membership of the 
Institution are academically qualified and 
technically equipped to enter upon a pro- 
fessional career in at least one of the 
branches of the surveyor’s profession in 
accordance with the objects of the Institu- 
tion in the Royal Charter of 1881.” 


Entry into the Institution 


3. The Watson Committee made an interim 
report, the results of which have been 
in force now since. March, 1949, raising the 
academic standard required of candidates 
for enrolment as Students to that of a School 
Certificate with four credits (including 
credits in English: and Elementary Mathe- 
matics). | Subsequently a recommendation 
with regard to the standard required in the 
new General Certificate of Education was 
approved by the Council. (See para. 15 
below.) 

4. The academic standard is to apply to 
all candidates (save ex-Servicemen) includ- 
ing those wishing to exercise their privileges 
of exemption from the Intermediate Exam- 
ination under the reciprocal arrangements 
with the Land Agents Society. (See para. 
16 below.) 


Educational and Training Principles 


5. No change in emphasis is to be made 
between the three methods of approach to 
the Institution, namely :— 

(a) the university, by taking one of. the 
degrees which exempt from the pro- 
fessional examinations in part or in whole; 
or 

(b) full-time tuition at a recognised 
school of instruction up to, and including, 
the Intermediate Examination; or 

(c) approved practical training in an 
approved office throughout, as a pupil or 
assistant, coupled with theoretical study 
by means of evening classes or by postal 
tuition. 

The needs and means of candidates vary 
widely and experience has shown that each 
of these methods has its merits. 

6. The Institution intends to pursue the 
policy of encouraging suitable part-time 
and evening classes at technical colleges; but 
recognition of full-time courses (method 5 
(b) above) will be restricted to schools where 
there is a sufficient demand to ensure the 
maintenance of a high standard of tuition. 
In fact, several schools, over and above 
those previously recognised, have obtained 
recognition within the last two years. 

7. When the supply of teachers and the 
national building programme allow the 
intentions of Section 44 of the Education 
Act, 1944, to be put into effect, the Minister 
of Education will be invited to consider the 
provision, in the curriculum of “county 
colleges,” of instruction in the subjects of 
the First Examination in all sub-divisions. 

8. The practice, which is increasing in 
many offices, of allowing examination candi- 
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dates regular time off for study during office 
hours is commended; and the Council hope 
that it will be more generally adopted. 

9. As a corollary in the case of qualified 
surveyors, it is hoped that encouragement 
will be given by the Branches of the Institu- 
tion to the establishment, by local technical 
colleges, of short post-graduate courses 
(particularly upon changes in legislation) and 
to the formation of discussion groups. 


The Examinations 


10. The terms of reference of the Watson 
Committee did not extend to a review of the 
syllabus of the examinations, but this is at 
present receiving the attention of the Educa- 
tion Committee who are working in co- 
operation with the technical committees of the 
Council covering particular branches of the 
profession. The work is already well in 
hand, but being of considerable complexity 
owing to the broad scope of the profession 
to-day cannot be finished for some time to 
come. 

11. Two changes, dealt with in detail in 
paragraphs 17 and 18 below, will hence- 
forward be made in the rules governing 
admission to the professional examinations, 
namely :—(a) the imposition with a view to 
the prevention of “cramming,” of a mini- 
mum period of two years between success 
in the Intermediate and sitting for the Final 
Examination ; and (b) the continuation after 
1951 of the Direct Membership Examina- 
tion, subject to an increase from four years 
to five of the time to be spent by candidates 
immediately prior to the examination in an 
approved professional capacity as surveyors. 
Fifteen years experience in the profession is 
still required, and the minimum age limit 
remains at 35. 


Exemption from the Examinations 


12. The Watson Committee reaffirmed the 
present policy of the Institution that holders 
of degrees of universities of the United 
Kingdom and other universities accepted by 
the Council, be granted exemption from the 
First Examination. At the same time they 
rejected a suggestion that university degrees 
in subjects cognate to the profession should 
qualify the holders for any exemption from 
the Institution’s examinations on a subject- 
for-subject basis. 


Practical Training for the Profession 


13. The rule requiring candidates for the 
Final Examination to have completed four 
years approved training came under review, 
and a proposal to extend the period was not 
accepted. Similarly its application to candi- 
dates holding degrees carrying full or partial 
exemption from the examinations was re- 
affirmed with this exception: that the holders 
of the External B.Sc. Degree in Estate Man- 
agement are brought into line with other 
Finalists in that, although exempted from 
the Institution’s written examinations, they 
must satisfy the Council as to four years 
approved practical experience before being 
elected to corporate membership. Holders 
of partially exempting degrees are to com- 
plete four years approved training in accord- 
ance with Regulation 25 (a) of the present 
Rules and Syllabus for the Professional 
Examinations. . The latter period may be 
reduced according to the relationship to .the 
profession of the subject of the degree. 

14. An appeal is made to employers in 
both public and private offices to appreciate 
and accept their responsibility in the training 
of the coming generation of surveyors and to 
take a lively interest in this important duty. 
There will be no relaxation of existing stand- 
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ards or of the scope of practical training 
required of candidates for the professional 
examinations; nor will any difference in prin- 
ciple be made in this regard between public 
and private offices. 


Summary of Changes in Rules 


15. Exemption from the Preliminary 
Examination will be accorded to holders of 
the General Certificate of Education passed 
at “ ordinary ” level in five subjects, which 
must include English, History and Mathe- 
matics. Three of the five subjects must have 
been passed at one and the same examina- 
tion. Candidates who have passed in three 
subjects by the end of 1953 may omit His- 
tory, but must still submit five subjects in 
all when claiming exemption. A leaflet set- 
ting out the requirements in terms of other 
certificates is obtainable from the Secretary. 

16. Candidates who offer Parts I and II of 
the Land Agents Society in exemption from 
the First and Intermediate Examinations of 
the Institution may enter for the Final 
Examination in 1952 and 1953 only without 
being required to comply with the academic 
standard referred to in para. 15 above. 

17. A minimum period of two years 
(exclusive of time spent on National Ser- 
vice) must elapse between passing (not sit- 
ting for) the Intermediate and taking the 
Final Examination. This rule will apply 
for the first time for candidates sitting for 
the Final Examination in 1953 who must, 
therefore, have passed the Intermediate in 
1951 or earlier. 

18. Candidates for the Direct Membership 
Examination must show in future that they 
are not less than 35 years of age and have 
had at least 15 years experience in the pro- 
fession, of which’ the last five must have 
been spent in a professional capacity as a sur- 
veyor in an _ office or appointment 
approved by the Council. 

19. An announcement about impending 
changes in the rules for the enrolment of 
Students of the Institution will be published 
later. 


R.LB.A. PRIZES FOR SCHOOLS 
Awards for Essays and Drawings 
HE R.I.B.A. offers annually for compe- 

tition between boys and girls of Public 
and Secondary Schools, prizes totalling 
£10 10s. in value for the encouragement of 
interest in architecture. This year’s entries 
will be judged by a jury consisting of 


Messrs. A. M. Foyle, A.R.I.B.A., David 
Goddard, A.R.I.B.A., and Frank Hoar, 
F.R.1.B.A. 


A prize will be given for the best original 
essay of not more than 1,000 words, illus- 
trated by sketches, dealing with a building 
or group of buildings with which the com- 
petitor is personally acquainted. The essays 
should indicate personal thought and judg- 
ment and should not be a _ guide-book 
description of a building. The competitors 
should choose a building they like and 
should state their reasons for liking it. 

A prize will also be awarded for the best 
sketches or scale drawings of a building or 
part of a building in pencil, ink or colour. 
The sketches or scale drawings must be 
drawn from the original. The original sur- 
vey notes made on the site, from which the 
drawings were made, must also be submitted 
with the finished drawings. The quality of the 
building will be considered in awarding the 
prize. 

For the competition in 1951, all work 
must reach the Secretary, R.I.B.A., 66, Port- 
land-place, W.1, by October 5, from whom 
further particulars are available. 
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U.N. HEADQUARTERS 


Conference Area Nears Completion 
[From a Correspondent] 


R the past six months, correspondents 

' representing the world Press at United 
Nations headquarters have been faced with 
the difficult situation of having their offices 
located in the new and modern skyscraper 
office building of the U.N. permanent head- 
quarters in Manhattan, while the majority 
of U.N. meetings were held outside the city, 
either at Flushing Meadow or until recently 
at U.N.’s temporary home at Lake Success, 
which the organisation has now vacated. 

Recently, however, members of the U.N. 
Press corps were given a glimpse of how 
the permanent headquarters will function 
when all U.N. meetings are transferred to 
the conference building, now nearing com- 
pletion on the 18-acre site. In the first 
“ guided tour” of the new structure which 
is connected to the 39 - storey secretariat 
building and only a few steps away from 
the main Press offices, correspondents viewed 
with a critical eye the future meeting-rooms 
for U.N. Councils and main Committees of 
the General Assembly. 

The interior of the structure, they found, 
was in varying stages of completion. On the 
two lower levels of the five storeys which are 
above street level are located side-by-side the 
three large committee rooms, each capable 
of accommodating at least 70 delegations 
with expansion possibilities to 83 delegations. 
Glass doors set into huge windows permit 
access to a balcony overlooking the East 
River, while on the opposite side of the 
rooms, rising gradually from the floor level, 
are tiers of seats to accommodate at least 
90 members of the Press and 180 members 
of the public. The two remaining walls of 
the room are taken up with glass enclosed 
booths for simultaneous interpretation and 
for Press, radio and television. 

In the committee room nearest completion, 
workmen were doing the final cleaning up 
of upholstered furniture and testing inter- 
pretation equipment. In equipping this and 
the other meeting-rooms, the U.N. has 
attempted to purchase, wherever possible, 
furniture and material from countries out- 
side the United States. Thus, this room con- 
tains carpeting from the United Kingdom, 
wood panelling from the Gold Coast of 
Africa and curtains from Holland. The 
tables, chairs and lighting fixtures were pur- 
chased from suppliers in the United States. 
The two remaining committee rooms are 
approximately similar in size and shape, the 
main difference being in the colour scheme 
of walls and furniture. 

Council Chambers 

Directly above the committee rooms are 
the three council chambers, one each for 
the Security, Trusteeship and Economic and 
Social Councils. They are similar in shape 
and size to the committee rooms, but with 
additional space for public and Press because 
of the smaller area required for delegates. 
Here again there are glass windows and doors 
allowing easy access to a terrace overlooking 
the river. 

Three countries—Norway, Denmark and 
Sweden —are contributing to the interior 
design of the three chambers. 

The Security Council chamber, to which 
Norway is contributing some 20,000 dollars, 
is the furthest advanced. Here the traditional 
is mixed with the modern decor. Norwegian 
marble has been used in abundance on rail- 
ings and at wainscot height on the walls of 
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the chamber. Above this, blue and gold 
textile will cover the remaining exposed 
walls. The circular conference table is made 
of light ash surrounded by chairs upholstered 
in a light blue leatherette. A mvral by the 
Norwegian artist, Per Krogh, will hang on 
the wall nearest the river, while on the 
opposite side of the room tiers of seats will 
rise from the conference floor, accommoda- 
ting some 230 Press and 410 public visitors. 

The Norwegian architect, Arnstein 
Arnberg, designed the interior of the Security 
Council chamber. Finn Juhl, of Denmark, 
and Sven Markelius, of Sweden, are respon- 
sible for the interior finishing of the Trustee- 
ship and Economic and Social Council 
chambers, respectively. 

Next to the Security Council chamber at 
the south end of the building will be a small 
lounge and bar. This will be used when 
only the Security Council is meeting and it 


is not deemed desirable to keep open the © 


main lounge area, located on the same level 
at the north end of the structure facing the 
river and a large expanse of open landscaped 
area. The main lounge rises a full two 
storeys in height and measures approxi- 
mately 70 feet wide by 200 feet long. It will 
be easily accessible from all meeting-rooms 
and from the general assembly hall. 


Above the lounge and Council Chambers . 


will be a 375-seat delegates’ dining-room 
and a secretariat cafetaria accommodating 
some 400 persons. The restaurant level will 
be surrounded by a wide, open terrace over- 
looking the East River. 


AN EXHIBITION AT 
CROYDON 


Institute of Registered Architects’ 
Venture 


(THE exhibition being held at Croyden until 

tomorrow (August 18) is the first of a 
series organised by the Institute of Registered 
Architects which it is proposed to hold in 
various towns. A leaflet issued by the Insti- 
tute states: “‘ The Institute’s exhibitions are 
designed to show that the architect is above 
all a specialist in buildings—buildings of all 
types and sizes and for all purposes. He 
is not merely a creative artist in timber, brick 
and stone: he is essentially a practical man 
who will advise you on applications for 
licences and planning consents and on your 
local building bye-laws. He will attend to 
such vital matters as negotiation of develop- 
ment charge and, most important of all, 
ensure that your project, whether large or 
small, is carried out economically and 
efficiently, making the best use of materials 
and site.” 

The Croydon exhibition consists of draw- 
ings and models, some of them of local 
interest but others from farther afield and 
including the British Embassy at Washington 
and the Viceroy’s house at New Delhi. 
Private houses, large and small, blocks of 
flats, single storey bungalows for old people, 
schools, churches, factories, shops and offices 
are among the exhibits. So also are a theatre 
at Frankfiirt and a cinema at Bucharest. A 
Glasgow .firm of architects has converted 
an old sailing ship into a club. 

One exhibit is a large-scale model showing 
a proposed redevelopment of Croydon of 
which an important feature is a new road to 
relieve the congestion of the town’s main 
thoroughfare. The new road would run 


more or less parallel with the existing 
thoroughfare and would by-pass the Whit- 
gift Almshouses. 

The Council for Visual Education has 
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taken the opportunity to give visitors to the 
exhibition a lesson in the appreciation of 
simple architecture. It shows, among other 
things, two photographs, one of a house in 
plain concrete and another in concrete dressed 
to resemble stone. “Concrete,” says the 
council, “is a useful material but should 
not be used to ape the appearance of some- 
thing else.” Another lesson is: “In the 
modern style proper use is made of simple 
shapes: they must, however, be designed by 
someone who understands the way to 
arrange them correctly in order to gain a suc- 
cessful result.” This is emphasised by 
photographs of two houses. The legend to 
another and pleasing photograph says: “ In 
the small house it is wiser to spend money 
on space than ornament. If materials are 
used in the right way and proportions are 
correct the result will be a building of 
considerable beauty at a moderate cost.” 


HOUSING IN A BRITISH 
COLONY 


The Work of the Singapore Improve- 
ment Trust 


‘QIR GEORGE PEPLER writes from 
Singapore (where he is engaged as 
consultant on a plan for the city): 

Although the Singapore Improvement 
Trust was established before the war, 
it is in the difficult five post-war years that 
it has made its greatest strides, under the 
direction of the manager, Mr. James M. 
Fraser, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., whose report 
on the work accomplished in 1950 has 
recently been published. 

The main function of the Trust is to pro- 
vide dwellings, let at bare economic rents, 
some being erected on virgin sites, but many 
involving the removal of slums and their 
conversion into  well-laid-out residential 
estates. Legislation is in draft to arm the 
Trust with town planning powers over the 
whole island, but meanwhile it spends much 
care and thought in checking and improving 
the piecemeal plans of private developers. 

The great Raffles founded Singapore City 
only about 100 years ago, but unfertunately 
the older parts were developed at incredibly 
high densities, and many rooms of the 
houses crowded on the island are now 
divided into cubicles, each with a separate 
tenant. This is the background of the work 
of the Trust, and while much clearance is 
called for, progress is bound to be slow 
having regard to the fact that new building 
cannot even keep pace with a rapidly ex- 
panding population. Most of the new dwell- 
ings are flats, as this form of accommoda- 
tion is best suited to cope with the over- 
spill from slum clearance. 


An ameliorating factor is the climate: 
consistent warmth that makes both glazing 
and artificial heating superfluous, and makes 
an open-air life possible all the year round; 
plenty of rain to wash away impurities and 
nurture fresh foliage. Nevertheless, the dif- 
ficulties are immense and have not yet been 
fully faced. However, as the report shows, 
Mr. Fraser and his staff are enthusiastically 
doing a grand job of work within the powers 
and resources available to them. 

The staff is of mixed races but united 
in one purpose under energetic leadership. 
Local staff is being instructed, but there is 
a need for more young trained men from 
home, and any who made the response 
would enjoy an enthralling experience and 
help forward good work in a British Colony. 
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LONDON’S COUNTRYSIDE 
THREATENED 


Stronger Protection Urged 


MTPHE threat to London’s countryside was 

the subject of an address given by 
Mr. CLouGH WILLIAMS-ELLIS, M.C., 
F.R.LB.A., M.T.P.L, at the inaugural meet- 
ing of the London branch of the Society for 
the Preservation of Rural England held on 
July 31. A short report appeared in last 
week’s issue of The Builder. 


Mr. Williams-Ellis said that the meeting 
was not an inquest or a post-mortem on 
London’s countryside, but rather a consulta- 
tion on how best to avoid such disasters in 
the future. 


The first question was one of definition: 
“What is London’s Countryside?” He felt 
that London’s countryside included not only 
the parks and commons but also the Thames 
Valley, the North and South Downs, the 
Chilterns, Epping Forest, and so on. 


He described London’s Green Belt as 
“that precarious abstraction constantly 
threatened and indeed in some parts looking 
like Sherlock Holmes’ speckled band.” A 
friend had remarked cynically that the 
Home Counties were now all home and no 
county. That was not strictly true, but 
certain parts nearer to London had been 
mashed into “ Metroland.” The C.P.R.E. 
had been crying wolf not against an 
imaginary creature but a real menacing 
voracious animal which for a generation had 
gobbled up what should have been London’s 
countryside. 


Mr. Williams-Ellis pointed out that Lon- 
don’s countryside had always been threatened 
and even in Elizabethan and Jacobean days 
Royal edicts were aimed at regulating and 
restricting London, even then spreading 
alarmingly. In Regency days the country- 
side lay between Westminster and Chelsea, 
the far side of Regent’s Park and elsewhere, 
within easy walking distance of the Cockney 
—but where now? The C.P.R.E. had been 
trying to prevent the speading of bad 
development for a generation and but for 
their efforts the position would have been 
even more desperate. He added that the 
threats to what we called “amenity ” (which 
might be described as the civilised back- 
ground to our lives) often arose from well- 
intentioned activities of central and local 
government, corporations and big business, 
and the individual citizen felt impotent and 
alone against them. The real hope was in 
banding together in a really formidable 
brotherhood—an “amenity front,” such as 
the C.P.R.E. offered. 


The C.P.R.E., said Mr. Williams-Ellis, 
deserved all possible support from every good 
citizen, and the London branch should be, 
though junior in years, the senior of all 
in numbers, in subscriptions, in the prestige 
and influence of its leaders, and so in power, 
as would be only fitting. 


The Meaning of Amenity 


The speaker then referred to the question 
of amenity, pointing out that rival users of 
our land claimed that they were concerned 
with the provision of amenity just as much 
as we were, whether growing food or timber, 
giving piped water or wired electricity, 
delving for coal, slates or minerals, pro- 
viding houses or roads, or even training 
troops for defence, and they were un- 
doubtedly contributing something necessary 
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to our over-all civilisation. The sort of 
amenity he was defending was mostly con- 
cerned with our delight, especially with the 
preservation of beauty, natural and man- 
made and the pleasure it gives to the be- 
holder. He added that the amenity providers, 
from those giving sewers to those giving 
security were undoubtedly meeting real 
needs to keep us alive, but the sort of 
amenity he had in mind was to make us 
glad to be alive. 


The sort of things which could be fatal 
to natural béauty were: mining, quarrying, 
cement works, open-cast workings, hydro- 
electric schemes and other industrial plants, 
afforestation, road and other transport 
undertakings, electricity grid and post office 
overhead linés, holiday camps, housing 
works, and so on. Criticism of such under- 
takings should be constructive so that it was 
only after their promoters had given careful 
consideration to all aspects and suggested 
amendments that the sehemes would be 
proceeded with. 


He said that a very real attempt was now 
being made at proper development, and 
referred to the Green Belt and proposed 
new towns. But still, he said, towns were 
expanding into the country, while slums and 
blighted and desolate area remained un- 
touched. Something seemed to have gone 
wrong with our original programme, and the 
mistake was costing us dearly in Englis} 
acres. 


Mr. Clough Williams-Ellis referred to 
Snowdonia, which he felt also was a part 
of London’s countryside, saying that if the 
British Electricity Author'ty were allowed to 
proceed with their scheme many rivers and 
waterfalls would vanish, valleys would be 
dammed and flooded and power stations 
would squat monstrously in the valleys Eke 
great grey spiders in the centre of their web 
of wires, and the industrial Midlands would 
have gained a little power at the price of 
Snowdonia’s lost glory. The scheme was 
being fiercely fought, not only locally, but 
for the Midlanders themselves and all others 
who enjoyed the glory of the country. 


The C.P.R.E. annual report, which has 
just been issued, contains information on a 
wide variety of subjects with which the 
Council has been concerned during the past 
year. The report is arranged under 42 
separate headings and covers 35 pages. 
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REDUCED EXPENDITURE ON 
UNCLASSIFIED ROADS 
Ministry’s Request to Liverpool 

EXPENDITURE on Liverpool’s unclassified 
roads is to be cut during the present year 
by about £5,000 following a request by the 
Ministry of Transport. 

This request indicates that the Ministry 
have asked for a return of the proposed ex- 
penditure on the maintenance of unclassified 
roads during the year, and that they have 
intimated that they are more concerned with 
the maintenance of main trunk and classi- 
fied roads even at the expense of the 
standard of maintenance of unclassified 
roads. 

Liverpool Highways and Planning Com- 
mittee, when preparing their estimates for 
the current year, estimated an expenditure 
on unclassified roads of £107,000, but follow- 
ing the Ministry’s intimation, this sum has 
been reduced to approximately £102,000. 

The Mfnister indicated that the Govern- 
ment was of the opinion that in general, 
relative to the pre-war period, the level 
of maintenance of unclassified roads had, 
in the recent past, been considerably higher 
than the level of maintenance of trunk and 
classified roads. He went on to say that it 
would be in the national interest to improve 
the maintenance of these latter roads even 
if it meant some reduction in the standard 
of maintenance of- unclassified roads. 


HOUSING PROGRESS 
Figures for June 


"THE Housing Progress Reports presented 

to Parliament on August 8 by the 
Minister of Local Government and Planning 
and the Secretary of State for Scotland, show 
that the number of permanent houses com- 
pleted in Great Britain during June was 
17,203, compared with 15,869 in May and 
15,123 in April. 

The total number of houses completed 
under the post-war programme is now 
1,070,750 (913,604 permanent and 157,146 
temporary). 

During June homes were provided by new 
build'ng, repair of uninhabitable houses 
and conversion for 17,892 families, com- 
pared with 16,909 in May and 15,718 in 
April. This brings the total number of 
families rehoused by these methods under 
the post-war programme te 1,358,029. This 
total does not include homes provided in 
Service camps or requisitioned properties. 


SUMMARY OF HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 


(Post-war Programme) 





























ENGLAND AND WALES SCOTLAND GREAT BRITAIN 
June 30 March 31 June 30 March 31 June 30 March 31 
Completed houses and flats— 
Permanent aes axe 811,897 769,318 101,707 96,091 913,604 865,409 
Temporary 124,970 124,970 32,176 32,176 157,146 157,146 
Total 936,867 894,288 133,883 128,267 1,070,750 1,022,555 
Under construction— 
Permanent ‘ ae see 177,993 169,274 36,106 32,779 214,099 202,053 
Tenders approved (a) (local 
authority new houses) tei 819,530 781,341 135,226 127,628 954,756 908,969 
Licences and approvals issued (a)— 
(Private builders new houses) 154,548 147,947 8,506 7,771 163,054 155,718 
Tenders approved and licences 
issued (a)}—(New houses all 
agencies, including rebuilt 
houses) am na 3 1,054,749 1,006,993 148,899 140,198 1,203,648 1,147,191 
Additional homes provided (b) ...} 1,218,182 1,173,338 139,847 134,172 1,358,029 1,307,510 











(a) Includes dwellings under construction and completed. i 
(6) Excludes homes provided in Service camps or requisitioned properties. 
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MARGINS FOR BUILDERS’ MERCHANTS 


Joint Working Committee’s First Report 


HE first report of the Joint Working Com- 
' mittee set up by the then Minister of 
Works (Mr. Richard Stokes) in October, 1948, 
to investigate the trading results of builders’ 
merchants was published on August 13. It 
relates to the “ heavy ” trade and its findings 
are not necessarily applicable to the distribu- 
tion of “ light ” goods. 

The committee recommend that the profit 
return should be treated in two parts, a 
capital element and a turnover element. 
Thus, if merchants in general succeed, 
through efficient working, in conducting a 
larger turnover in relation to their capital 
than they have done hitherto, they will re- 
ceive their incentive for so doing through the 
turnover element of their profit rate, their 
return on capital remaining the same; the 
spread of this over a higher turnower should 
be utilised to reduce margins. 

The committee’s appointment followed the 
publication of the report by “ The Committee 
of Inquiry into the Distribution of Materials 
and Components” under the chairmanship 
of Lord Simon of Wythenshawe... No speci- 
fic terms of reference were laid down for the 
joint committee, but its main task was to 
examine the effect of reductions in margins 
which the merchants claim they had made 
following the general appeal of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, early in 1948, for 
reduction in prices of consumer goods. 


Points for Consideration 


Points which the committee were expected 
to cover, if possible, were to assess the effects 
of: voluntary reductions in margins, com- 
petition, rising expenses, general increase in 
price levels, and the distinction between trad- 
ing direct and from stock—the latter class of 
trading being considered further from the 
point of view of large- and small-scale 
trading. 

It was agreed by both the Minister and the 
trade that the committee should be composed 
of four persons—two M.O.W. officials and 
two trade officials. Only two members of 
the committee have served continually 
throughout, Mr. H. N. Hill, chief accountant 
M.O.W., and Mr. E. A. Batchelor, previously 
financial secretary, Building Industry Distri- 
butors, and now of Brown and Son, Ltd., 
Chelmsford. The present remaining mem- 
bers of the committee are the secretary, Mr. 
G. H. M. Williams, M.O.W., and Mr. W. S. 
Shirra, chairman, D.B.S.J.C. 


Points from the Report 


In the report the committee state:— 

At its first meeting, the committee con- 
sidered a list of materials which had been 
notified by the D.B.S.J.C. as having been re- 
duced in price following the request of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for reductions 
in prices of consumer goods. The great 
majority of these reductions affected only the 
small quantity prices, the trade claiming that 
large quantity prices were already the subject 
of keen competition and in any case were not 
fixed by the organised trade. In the absence 
of the total business transacted in these small 
quantities, no estimate of the effect of the 
reductions could be made. The committee 


agreed, therefore, that an attempt should be 
made to ascertain detailed trading results 
first of all for a cross-section of merchants, 
and then to relate the results to the industry 
as a whole. 

The committee considered that figures 


obtained from questionnaires were un- 
likely to be reliable because of the 
difficulty of eliminating trading in goods 
other than building materials, also the 
difficulty of determining the proportion of 
“heavy” goods to “light” goods sold, and 
the absence of data on percentages of small, 
medium and large quantities in the total turn- 
over, etc. It decided, therefore, to undertake 
detailed examinations of various merchants’ 
accounts and records in order to establish the 
gross and net margins and operating costs on 
individual products, both in total and in the 
various quantity ranges. It was considered 
that the information derived would show 
within close limits where profits and losses 
were made. To know where profits and losses 
arose would enable adjustments to be made, 
if necessary, and the effect on merchants and 
consumers to be gauged with reasonable 
accuracy. 


To deal with a large number of examina- 
tions would have been impracticable and, 
therefore, it was decided to carry out a few 
detailed examinations and to verify the re- 
sults by test checking these against a much 
larger number of merchants’ accounts and 
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the accountant members of the committee, 
Mr. H. N. Hill and Mr. E. A. Batchelor, and 
appear as appendices A and B to their 
report. From these, the gross margins, 
operating costs and net margins which have 
been established as obtaining in 1950 for 





“heavy” merchants are summarised as 
follow:— 
Heavy merchants— Total Direct ex-Stock 
1950 trading trading _ trading 
%. % % 
Sates (proportion of 
trading) pits (en Os 41 59 
GROSS MARGBNS ... = 19 6.4 27.8 
OPERATING COSTS— 
Handling — ape © | — 3.8 
Transport oe odgnt, ae a> 6.7 
General overheads, in- 
cluding management {8.1 4.2 10.9 
SuB-TOTAL ote os SAD 4.2 21.4 
NET MARGINS... re. | 22 6.4 


Note: All the above percentages are expressed on sales 
values. 


The net margin of 4.7 per cent. shown 
above has been accepted by the committee 
as that applicable to the total trade done by 
organised merchants. 


The trading results for goods sold from 
stock have been analysed further to show the 
comparative results of trading in small, 
medium and large quantities and at special 
contract rates. The following table sum- 
marises the position:— 


ANALYSIS OF TRADE CONDUCTED FROM WAREHOUSE, 1950 
HEAVY MATERIALS 






































Sales where no collection allowance given Sales 
Total subject to a 
Sub- Small Medium Large At special collection 
total quantities quantities quantities rates allowance 
% % % % % % % 
SALES (percentage of 
total) ... et or © 50.8 9.53 9.37) 15.79 16.11 8.4 
GROSS MARGIN 27.8 27.1 36.2 31.8 24.5 21.5 31.9 
OPERATING COSTS 
Handling ary 3.8 3.6 2.3 2.6 4.6 4.0 4.7 
Transport Son 6.7 78 7.0 5.5 10.7 6.8 oe 
General overheads} 10.9 10.4 13.5 8.6 10.5 9.5 13,9 
SUB-TOTAL ... od. ata 21.8 22.8 16.7 25.8 20.3 18.6 
NET MARGIN sow 6.4 Did 13.4 15.1 Loss 1.3 1.2 13.3 
records. In both the detailed examinations As in the case of the previous- table, the 


and in the larger field of test checking, com- 
plete co-operation from merchants was ex- 
perienced and the Working Committee ex- 
press their gratitude to those merchants who 
voluntarily offered full facilities. 


The work carried out was divided into 
three main stages: stage 1, to establish 
standard margins by a very detailed ex- 
amination of the records of a few merchants; 
stage 2, to apply these standards over a much 
wider field; and the third stage was to weight 
the results obtained from stage 2 in order to 
give figures which could be considered fairly 
representative of the whole of the trade. 


Two Distinct Classifications 

The committee found that the distribution 
of building materials fell into two distinct 
classifications, namely, “heavy” materials 
used principally in the structure of buildings 
and “light” materials or components used 
mostly in the interior of buildings. The con- 
ditions attaching to the distribution of such a 
wide range of materials varied so much as to 
make it necessary to undertake two separate 
reviews, one for “heavy” and one for 
“light ” goods. - 

This report deals only with the “ heavy” 
trade and the findings are not necessarily 
applicable to the distribution of “light” 
goods. Detailed schedules were prepared by 


above percentages are expressed in sales 
values. In considering these percentages, it 
must be remembered that the level of selling 
prices varies with the quantity categories in 
any particular material. A more logical ex- 
pression of margin would be that related to 
units—e.g., tons, thousands, cubic yards, etc., 


and margins are expressed on a unit basis as. 


an alternative in the detailed schedules. 


It has been shown in the accountants’ re- 
port that, in the case of “ heavy ” merchants, 
stocks are held for an average of 84 weeks 
and it should be emphasised that during the 
course of the investigation on the “ heavy” 
side, there was no evidence of exceptional 
profits or losses having resulted from realisa- 
tion of stocks. 


Comparison with Simon Report 

During its deliberations upon the results 
brought out by this investigation, the com- 
mittee have considered whether any reliable 
comparison is possible with the relevant in- 
formation in the Simon Report. It should 
be pointed out that the figures for “ heavy ” 
materials. as quoted in the Simon Report 
were not necessarily a representative cross 
section of the trade. The Simon Committee 
stated that figures were classified under 
“heavy” for any merchant who considered 
that 75 per cent. or more of his total trading 
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was concerned with the distribution of 
heavy materials. There is thus no guarantee 
that the figures were not materially affected 
by the inclusion of extraneous activities. 
This committee has information relating to 
the. spread-over sales ranges of the 1946 
turnover of all B.I.D. merchants whose trad- 
ing was preponderantly in heavy materials, 
and the Simon Committee results which they 
gave under sales ranges, have been weighted 
according to that information. For what it 
is worth, the nearest comparison with 1950 
figures is as under:— , 


Simon COMMITTEE M.O.W./ 
3 D.B.S.J.C. 

After weigh- 
a naiaan WORKING 
COMMITTEE 


As per sales ranges 
their report per spreadof Overall 
B.I.D. heavy results per 


materials this 
report 

% % % 
GROSS MARGIN 17.9 18.31 19.00 
OPERATING Costs 13.2 13.11 14.3 
NET MARGIN ... 4.63 5.20 4.7 


For the reasons already stated, it would 
be unwise to draw any positive conclusion 
from this comparison as to whether margins 
had increased or decreased since 1946 (the 
date of the Simon Committee figures). The 
net result, however, fortuitous or otherwise, 
is not materially different. What really 
requires to be settled is whether the net 
margin as brought out is or is not fair and 
reasonable, having regard to the special con- 
ditions attaching to the distribution of build- 
ing materials. 

The committee have come to the conclu- 
sion that to base a “heavy” builders’ mer- 
chant’s rate of profit purely on capital em- 
ployed would not be fair. It regards it as 
clear that the business of distribution of 
heavy materials cannot be classed with the 
extreme of either the highly capitalised pro- 
duction plant on the one hand or professional 
organisations such as architects or consulting 
engineers on the other, where the incidence 
of capital, in relation to service rendered is 
very low. In many ways a builders’ mer- 
chant’s business amounts to the rendering of 
a service although, at the same time, it re- 
quires adequate capital for its efficient 
functioning. 


Treatment of Profit Returns 


After much deliberation, the committee 
recommend, as already stated, that the profit 
return should be treated in two parts, a 
capital element and a turnover element. 
A specimen calculation of profit is set out 
as follows:— 

ASSESSMENT OF PROFIT 

The following example shows how an assessment of 
profit might be arrived at based on a return of say, 124 per 
cent on capital employed and, say, 2 per cent on turnover. 


Total ex Ware- Direct 


house 
% % % 
TURNOVER ELEMENT— 
Say 2% overall ae oak 2 -- — 
Apportioned in ratio of 2 : — 24 1} 
CAPITAL ELEMENT— 
Say 124% related to turn- 
over thus :— 
124% + 5 ji Sa 24 _ -_ 
124% — 4 we wag — 34 ae 
124% + 11 aed pie —_ —_ 14 
PERCENTAGE OF PROFIT RE- 
LATED TO SELLING PRICE ... 44 53 23 
Say es 4h 53 2t 


Note: The overhead percentage rates for ex-Warehouse 
trading as compared with Direct trading show a ratio of 
about 24: 1. It is thought that to a great extent, this 
ratio gives an indication of the relative effort of the 
administrative part of the organisation as distinct from 
the more direct efforts of handling and transport. For 
this reason the basis of 2: 1 has been adopted for appor- 
tioning as between trading ex. Warehouse and trading 
Direct, the turnover element of 2 per cent. shown in the 
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above example. It is not claimed that builders’ mer- 
chants do in fact come half-way between the extremes of 
pure manufacturing and pure services nor that the per- 
centage figures are necessarily appropriate. The fore- 
going comments and examples are merely offered as 
providing what may be useful avenues for discussion of 
this most difficult problem of assessment of what are fair 
and reasonable profit rates for distribution. 

Finally, the committee regard it as essen- 
tial that during periods of shortage the 
figures in this Report should be kept under 
continual review so that the effect of rising 
costs and changing turnover can be related 
to margins earned by merchants as a whole 
as well as being subdivided over the various 
materials and the quantities in which they 
are normally sold. Much has been gained, 
during the course of this inquiry, through 
joint consultation, and it is hoped that some 
similar machinery will be set up and kept in 
being so that in the future any problem 
arising on the margins earned by merchants 
engaged on the distribution of heavy 
materials can be dealt with both speedily and 
on a basis which may be regarded as fair and 
reasonable by all concerned. 


OFFENCES AGAINST IRON 
AND STEEL ORDER 


Company and Director Each Fined 
’ 

SayinG that he accepted the contention 
of the defence that there was no evil intent 
to avoid the regulations, Mr. A. W. Cock- 
burn, K.C., Deputy Chairman at the London 
Sessions, on August 8, said that nevertheless 
it was necessary to make the punishment 
substantial as a warning to other people in 
the trade. 


Pleas of not guilty were entered on behalf 
of Messrs. Feltrex, Ltd., of Carlisle-stre=t, 
Soho-square, W., and Herbert Hannen (30), 
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company director. They were charged with 
acquiring five tons of steel sheets from 
A. W. Drake; a total of 68 tons of steel 
sheets from Bernco Products; three tons of 
steel sheets from Patley Pressings, Ltd.; 13 
tons of steel sheets from Alex Green; a 
total of 45 tons of steel sheets from Bower- 
ing and Connor (London), Ltd.; 10 tons of 
steel sheets from Allitrees (London), Ltd.; 
18 tons of steel sheets from C. V. B. Exports; 
and a total of 15 tons of steel sheets from 
M. A. Monaghan and Son, in each case 
otherwise than in accordance with the pro- 
visions of Article 1 of the Control of Iron 
and Steel (No. 62) Order, 1948. 


There were further charges of disposing 
of varying amounts of steel sheets to Wetzel, 
Ltd., and to Messrs. A. Waldemyer, in each 
case not being persons entitled to acquire 
them in accordance with the provisions of 
the Control of Iron and Steel (No. 62) Order, 
1948. 


Mr. Edward Clarke, prosecuting counsel, 
said that the facts in the case were not dis- 
puted. . It concerned the illegal acquisition 
and disposal of about 181 tons of sheet 
steel. Hannen was the main director of 
Messzs Feltrex, Ltd., and a plea of not guilty 
had been entered on the company’s behalf. 
The acquiring and disposal of steel was 
governed by the Control of Iron and Steel 
Order of 1948. What the prosecution would 
prove was that between April and August, 
1949, Feltrex, Ltd., acquired steel on 12 
separate occasions, the total amount being 
about 181 tons, worth Over £9,000. Fourteen 
of the 26 counts in the indictment alleged 
transactions whereby Hannen sold the steel 
to two different firms, in one case for £3,000 
and in the other for £6,000. In November, 
1949, Hannen was seen by an investigating 
officer for the Ministry of Supply. He was 
questioned as to purchases of steel, and 
agreed that he had made some, and pro- 
duced two invoices. 


In the course of the conversation, hz 
agreed he had no authority to buy, but 
added: “I thought it was free for export.” 
Counsel pointed out that under the Order, 
authority was required whether steel was for 
export or use in the home market. Hannen 
showed the Ministry officer a memorandum 
from the Iron and Steel Federation in sup- 
port of his contention that he needed no 
licence to export steel, but Mr. Clarke 
pointed out that the memorandum clearly 
stated that freedom to export had no rela- 
tion to the acquiring of steel in this country. 


After evidence for the prosecution, it was 
contended on behalf of the company and 
Hannen that it was their view that no 
licence was required for the export of steel, 
and they had no idea that they were com- 
mitting an offence in acquiring it and selling 
it in the ordinary way of business. 


Mr. Cockburn told the jury that there was 
no defence to the charges and they would 
have to convict the defendants. It was no 
defence in law to say that a person had no 
knowledge he was committing an offence, 
when in fact an offence was being committed. 


The defendants were found guilty on all 
counts, and Det.-Sergt. John Woodward said 
that Hannen bore an excellent character, and 
had been carrying on a genuine business. 
He came from Gefmany and was naturalised 
in this country in 1947. 

Mr. Cockburn said the company and 
Hannen would each have to pay fines of 
£1,000 and 20 gns. costs each, and, in default 
of payment, Hannen would go to prison for 
six months. 


H* 
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THE M.O.W. ANNUAL REPORT, 1950 


Industry’s Output Increased by £59m.: Exports of Building 
Materials Exceed £20m. 


THE output of the building and civil 

engineering industries in Great Britain 
last year was valued at £1,307 million, com- 
pared with £1,248 million in 1949, according 
to the ‘annual report for 1950 of the 
Ministry of Works. During the year under 
review, 11,340 new or revived undertakings 
in building and civil engineering industries 
were registered under Defence Regulation 
56AB. Appendices to the report give 
figures showing the “ breakdown ” according 
to number of operatives employed by firms 
of different sizes for the “13 trades” and 
the “7 trades.” There is also a regional 
““ breakdown.” Another appendix shows 
how the building force was divided between 
categories of work and gives figures of 
unemployment, vacancies and placings. It 
is proposed to reproduce: some of these 
appendices in our next issue. 

Building Industry Reports.—Recalling the 
publication of the reperts of the Building 
Industry Working Party, and of the Build- 
ing Industry Productivity Team which visited 
the United States, the annual report says 
discussions between the Minister of Works 
and the National Consultative Council took 
place throughout most of the year. By the 
end of the year action had been taken on 
most of the recommendations, both by the 
Government and by the other organisations 
concerned, such as the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. A number of town and 
country planning and licensing controls were 
relaxed or simplified; measures for the stan- 
dardisation of bye-laws and their application 
were reviewed and approved, and a study 
was put in hand of the standardisation of 
local authorities’ forms used in building. 

In December the industry concluded a 
fresh agreement on incentives for building 
trade operatives in England and Wales, 
which seeks to extend the application of 
the 1947 agreement and improve its effective- 
ness. The Ministry offered advice to local 
authorities in applying incentive schemes to 
building work by their direct labour forces. 
A survey of incentive schemes in operation 
on new housing work produced much useful 
information, which was made generally 
available to local authorities and to industry 
through the trade and technical Press. 

The work of the Building Apprenticeship 
and Training Council was reinforced by the 
Working Party Report. 


Licensing and Materials 

Building Licensing—During the year, 
198,807 applications for building licences 
were made to the Ministry, and licences were 
issued to a total value of £240,146,000. 
Licensing officers also dealt with 46,574 
applications for annual maintenance licences 
and issued these licences to a total value 
of £27,259,000. Local authorities issued 
148,119 licences for housing work (other 
than new houses) valued at £45,174,000. 

Building Materials——With the exception 
of a few materials, notably bricks and 
cement, the supply of building materials and 
fitments was sufficient during 1950 to meet 
building needs at home and to maintain 
exports at the 1949 level, the report con- 
tinues. Although production of _ bricks 
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increased substantially (total for 1950 was 
5,921 million), it was insufficient to meet 
demands. Shortage of labour was the main 
limiting factor in increasing production. 
During the year the Ministry carried out a 
survey to assess manufacturers’ problems 
and undertook discussions with the industry 
for increased production. Cement produc- 
tion in 1950 (9,752,C00 tons), though the 
highest on record, was not enough to prevent 
local shortages. During the year a new 
cement works came into operation (in Pades- 
wood, Flintshire) and other plants were 
extended. 

Production of other building materials 
was restricted by shortages of the materials 
required for their manufacture. Typical 
examples are plasterboard, metal windows 
and door frames, asbestos cement goods. 

Makers of building fitments had a better 
year, although some had difficulty in getting 
materials, and at the end of the year they 
were beginning to feel the effects of a world 
shortage of basic metals. There was a 
marked increase in the production of gas 
appliances: 30 per cent. in the number of 
fires and 25 per cent. in the number of water 
heaters. A die-cast gas meter was developed 
and at least one firm started to mass-produce 
it during the year. 


Exports of Building Materials - 
Exports—During 1950, Great Britain 
exported just over £20 million of building 
materials and £184 million of building 
fitments. Cement and glass were by value 
the most important; but glazed tiles, sanitary 
ware and asbestos cement goods also figured 
prominently in the list. As regards the 
dollar area, exports to Canada were main- 
tained on a large scale: glass, £1,773,000; 
cement, £613,000; sanitary ware, £199,000; 
and glazed tiles, £230,000. The United 
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States bought £435,000 worth of glass. 

Price Control.—An appendix to the report 
shows that the price of. building materials 
and components as a whole rose during the 
year by about 8 per cent. Price-control 
arrangements for a few materials were 
modified to allow greater flexibility, but it 
was not possible to make a general relaxa- 
tion in control. 

The Ministry discussed distributive mar- 
gins with representatives of builders’ mer- 
chants and arranged to co-operate with the 
merchants in an extensive survey. of these 
margins. 

Publicity for Research and _ Advisory 
Services.—With the transfer of the Chief 
Scientific Adviser’s Division to the Building 
Research Station of the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research in April, 
1950, the Ministry of Works ceased to con- 
duct research work. The Ministry remained 
responsible, however, for keeping under 
review the programme of building research 
carried out by all organisations in the 
country, and recommending priorities in the 
research programme to meet the needs of 
industry. 

A Regional Technical Information Section 
was set up and technical information officers 
were appointed in the regions and in Scot- 
land and Wales to secure information about 
the industry’s needs and to make known 
the results of research and new technical 
developments. 

In an account of the publicity given ‘to 
the results of research and development the 
annual report records that the “ Building 
Week” held at Leeds in September was 
visited by nearly 50,000 people. A demon- 
stration of plant and equipment held at 
Warwick in June was attended by 14,000 
people. Smaller exhibitions were held in 
London, Edinburgh, Cardiff and other pro- 
vincial centres, and at the Manchester 
Building Trades Exhibition. 

More than 16,000 people attended the 160 
lectures organised by the Ministry during 
the year. 

Further publications were issued in the 
National Building Studies series and in the 
series of advisory ‘leaflets which provide 
practical information for small builders, 
foremen and craftsmen. 


Building for the Government 

Work on new research and production 
buildings for the Ministry of Supply and 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research exceeded £11 million during 1950. 
Two new atomic energy establishments at 
Capenhurst and Aldermaston were started. 
Further work was carried out at Harwell, 
and one of the atomic piles at Windscale, 
Cumberland, was completed. 

A large wind tunnel at the National 
Aeronautical Establishment, Bedford, and 
another at the Royal Aeronautical Cstablish- 
ment, Farnborough, were alse’ finished during 
the year. 

Among other research buildings in hand or 
completed were the new Hydraulics Research 
Station at Wallingford, the Research Station 
at Torry, Aberdeen, and the Mechanical 
Engineering Research Station at East Kil- 
bride. 

_ In London, 1,162,000 sq. ft. of accommoda- 

tion used as Government offices was de- 
requisitioned; 1,430,000 sq. ft. was released 
in the provinces and in Scotland. 

A further 150,000 sq. ft. of single-storey 
offices on the outskirts of London was started 
in 1950. This programme, for staffs from 
Central London, should be completed this 
year and assist in the release of requisitioned 
premises. 
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” Office buildings erected by private 

developers and leased to the Ministry 
(‘Lessor Offices”) provided over 900,000 
sq. ft. of office space in London. Another 
1,300,000 sq. ft. of such offices in London 
and 230,000 sq. ft. in the provinces were 
under construction at the end of 1950. These 
will be completed during this year and next. 
Future buildings will, as far as possible, be 
erected by the Ministry. 

For the Post Office, 95 buildings costing 
£13 million were finished last year; 105 new 
buildings (estimated cost over £24 million) 
were started. Preparatory work was started 
for buildings needed to extend the television 
service to Scotland. 

The programme of 6,832 prefabricated 
classrooms asked for by local education 
authorities in England and Wales was almost 
finished. Only 84 remained incomplete at 
the end of the year; in Scotland, only 44 
classrooms out of a programme of 1,356 were 
still under construction. 

By the end of December, 1950, 2,396 
schemes for school kitchens and dining-rooms 
had been completed in England and Wales 
and 511 in Scotland, since the start of the 
programme. 

Museums and Galleries. Good progress 
was made in 1950 on the new centre section 
of the Science Museum for use as the main 
hall for the Festival of Britain Science Exhi- 
bition at South Kensington. 

Mention is made, also, of work to other 
museums and art galleries, including restora- 
tion of the main staircase of the British 
Museum, internal re-decoration of the Royal 
Scottish Museum, new air-conditioning and 
lighting in one of the rooms in the National 
Gallery, and resumption of work on-the new 
Entomology Block of the British Musuem at 
the Natural History Museum, South Kensing- 
ton. 


BRITISH STANDARDS 
New Year-Book Issued 


The 1951 edition of the British Standards - 


year-book has just been _ puolished. 
Well over half of its 400 pages are devoied 
to a list of the 1,700 British Standards current 
at December 31 last, with a brief description 
of the subject-matter and scope of each one. 
A complete subject index simplifies reference. 
In addition, a supplement listing the British 
Standards issued between Jenuary 1 and 
March 31 last is included. 


The year-book also lists the current 
membership of the General Council, which 
guides the Institution’s general policy; of the 
four Divisional Councils (building, chemical, 
engineering and textile), which ‘direct the 
standardisation work; and of the 56 Industry 
Standards Committees, each representing a 
major British industry, and through which 
that work is delegated to some 2,000 technical 
committees and sub-committees, whose 
members bring specialist technical and com- 
mercial knowledge to bear upon every 
standardisation project dealt with. 


History of the British Standards 


“ Fifty Years of British Standards, 1901- 
1951,” has been specially written as a 
historic record of. the British Standards 
movement. It shows how the movement 
originated in 1901 as the Engineering 
Standards Committee, how it has developed 
and contributed increasingly to the national 
economy, and how the British model, in this 
as in many other fields, has been followed 
throughout the civilised world. 


Special chapters deal with the influence 
of the standards movement in the two world 





THE BUILDER 


wars, and with its spread to all the countries 
of the British Commonwealth; with the 
relationship between standardisation and 
research; and with some of the brilliant 
figures in industry, science and the arts who 
have helped to build the movement during 
its half-century of steady growth. 

Though the subject is highly specialised, 
the book is written in an easy, readable style, 
and it throws a long-needed light upon a 
facet of British industrial genius of which 
too many people know far too little. 

Copies of the year-book and thg history 
can be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, Sales Department, 24, Victoria- 
street, S.W.1, price_7s. 6d. and 10s. 6d, respec- 
tively, post free. 


LANSBURY 


List of Consultants, Builders and 
Specialists Engaged on Buildings 
Illustrated 


HERE follow the- names of the con- 

: sultants, builders, specialists and sup- 
pliers engaged upon the Lansbury buildings 
illustrated on pages 207 to 218 of this issue. 


TRINITY CHURCH, POPLAR 


Architects : Cecil C. Handisyde and D. Rogers 
Stark, AA.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dip.; Assistant-in-charge : 
R.-V. Ward, M.B.E., B.Arch. (Liverpool), A.R.I.B.A. 

Structural Consultant : Felix J. Samuely, B.Sc.(Eng.) 
Lond., A.M.I.C.E. Quantity Surveyors: Davis, Belfield 
and Everest. Heating Consultant: John Perges, 
M.1I.Mech.E., M.Inst.F. Clerk of works: A. J. C. 


Humphreys. General Contractors : Messrs. Tersons, 
Ltd., Seward-street, E.C.1. 
Sub-Contractors : Hardboard, C. F. Anderson and 


Son, Ltd. ; blinds, J. Avery and Co., Ltd. ; glazier, 
Aygee, Ltd. ; joinery, P. H. Barker and Son, Ltd. ; 
balustrading, The Blatter Engineering Co., Ltd. ; pre- 
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cast concrete and grano-paving, F. Bradford and Co. ; 
roofing and tanking, Wm. Briggs and Sons ; convectors, 
British Trane Co., Ltd.; glazed tiling, Carter and 
Sons ; “ Ferrocrete,”” Cement Marketing Co. ; steel 
‘wall panels, floor access covers, Clark, Hunt and Co., 
Ltd. ; cork insulation, Cork Insulation and Asbestos 
Co., Ltd. ;. metal windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd. 

Sanitary appliances, Dent and Hellyer, Ltd. ; plumb- 
ing, Engineering Service Installations ; general iron work, 
S. W. Farmer and Son ; piling, Franki Compressed Pile 
Co., Ltd. ; spotlights, General Electric Co., Ltd. ; clocks, 
Gent and Co., Ltd. ; hand lift, Gibbs Bros. and Lucas ; 
bell, Gillett and Johnston, Ltd.; cast stone, Girlings 
Ferro Concrete Co., Ltd.; lightning conductor, 
J. W. Gray and Son, Ltd. ; vent grille, Greenwoods 
and Airvac Ventilating Co., Ltd. ; painting, Perrott 
Grenville, Ltd. 

Heating and ventilation, G. N. Haden and Sons ; 
louvre air bricks, G. A. Harvey and Co., Ltd. ; plasterers, 
H. J. Hitchins, Ltd. ; soft furnishings, Gerald Holton ; 
stone flooring, Hopton Wood Stone Firms, Ltd. ; general 
light fittings, Hume Atkins and Co., Ltd. ; dome lights 
(rectangular), T. and W. Ide, Ltd.; precast terrazzo 
faced columns, Liverpool Artificial Stone Co. ; Fletton 
bricks, London Brick Co.; electrical installations, 
London Electricity Board ; floor tiles, Marley Tile Co., 
Ltd. ; “Windsor” flooring, Onsite Flooring Co. ; 
dome lights (circular), Pilkington Bros., Ltd. 

Fire extinguishers, Read and Campbell, Ltd. ; iron- 
mongery, Rennis, Ltd.; general reinforcement and 
fixing, Rom River Co., Ltd.; wall tiler, Harradine 
Rouse and Co. ; pews, J. Sadd and Sons, Ltd. ; “ Multi- 
gone”’ doors, J. Sandell and Co., Ltd. ; scaffolding, 
Scaffolding (Great Britain), Ltd. ; reinforcement, Square 
Grip Reinforcement Co., Ltd.; terrazzo, Standard 
Pavements Co., Ltd. ; aluminium turret, Structural and 
Mechanical Development Engineers, Ltd. ; main frames, 
Super Cement, Ltd. ; church light fittings, Troughton 
and Young, Ltd. ; facing bricks, Uxbridge Flint Brick 
Co., Ltd. ; organ builders, J. W. Walker and Sons, Ltd. ; 
aggregates, G. Wiggens, Ltd. ; and London stock facing 
bricks, Wills and Packham, Ltd. 


SHOPPING CENTRE AND MARKET 


PLACE 


Mr. Frederick Gibberd, F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., architect. 
Messrs. Leslie and Co., Ltd., Kensington, W.8, were 
the builders, 


RICARDO STRE=T PRIMARY AND 
NURSERY SCHOOLS 


Architects : F. R. S. Yorke, E. Rosenberg and C. S. 


Mardall. Assistant-in-charge: K. W. Grieb. Con- 
sulting Engineers : Clarke, Nicholls and Marcel ; Main 
contractors : Tersons, Ltd., Seward-street, E.C.1. Sub- 
contractors: Roofing, Wm. Briggs and Sons; sani- 


tary fittings, Stitsons Sanitary Fittings ; copper, Frederick 
Braby and Co. ; tiling, Carter and Co. ; sprayed ceilings, 
MetaMica, Ltd. ; Accotile floors, Armstrong Cork Co. ; 
ceilings, Sundeala Board Co: ; venetian blinds, Tidmarsh 
and Sons ; doors, Gliksten Doors, Ltd. ; garden layout, 
Grassphalte, Ltd. ; windows, Williams and Williams, 
Ltd. ; handrails, Clark, Hunt and Co.; joinery and 
fittings, Rippers, Ltd. ; fencing, Bayliss, Jones and Bay- 
liss ; w.c. partitions, Mosaic and Terrazzo Precast Co. ; 
roofs, Stramit Boards, Ltd. ; fibrous plaster, Dejongs ; 
floors, Granwood Flooring Co, ; structural steel, Hills 
(West Bromwich), Ltd. ; and ironmongery, Rennis, Ltd, 


THE FESTIVAL INN 


Architects (elevations) :- Frederick Gibberd, F.R.I.B.A- 
M.T.P.I. ; (interior): R. W. Stoddart, F.R.LB.A. ; 
general contractor (for main structure), Leslie and Co., 
Ltd., Kensington, W.8. ; general contractor (for internal 
finishes), Fassnidge, Son and Norris, Ltd., Warwick- 
avenue, W.8 ; sub-contractors: interior bar finishes 
(including counters and back fittings), James Walker 
(Architectural Decorations), Ltd. ; hollow tile floors 
and stairs, Diespeker, Ltd. ; structural steelwork, Aston 
Construction Co., Ltd.; quarzite tiles, John Stubbs 
(Marble and Quarzite), Ltd. ; electrical work, John 
Lightfoot, A.M.I.E.E. ; heating and hot-water supplies, 
J. and F. May ; sanitary fittings, Shanks and Co., Ltd. ; 
bar windows, C. E. Welstead, Ltd.; other windows, 
Williams and Williams, Ltd. ; door furniture and iron 
work, Adrian Stokes, Ltd. ; asphalt, General Asphalte 
Co., Ltd. ; pewtering, Gaskell and Chambers, Ltd. ; 
kitchen equipment, Painter, Bros. ; wood block floors, 
Acme Flooring and Paving Co. (1904), Ltd. ; roofing, 
D. Anderson and Sen, Ltd. ; lettering, Wainwright and 
Waring, Ltd. ; patent cellar flaps, F. Williams ; and 
lift and hoist, Aldous and Campbell Ltd. 


HOUSING: WEST SIDE 


Architect : Mr. Sidney Howard, L.R.LB.A. (then 
Housing Architect in the Department of the Housing 
Director and Valuer, Mr. Cyril Walker, O.B.E., 
F.R.L.B.A.). General contract--s : Messrs. Tersons, 
Ltd., Seward-street, E.C.1. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Bootle Housing Progress 


Since the war Bootle, Lancs, has let con- 
tracts amounting to £1,054,091 in respect of 
houses built to the order of the Town 
Council. The contracts apply to 836 per- 
manent houses, the largest being for 150 
dwellings, which cost £168,500. A total of 
464 new permanent dwellings have now been 
completed. 


Architect’s Visit to Russia 


Believed to be the first British architect to 
visit Russia since the war, Mr. F. W. B. 
Charles, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., will speak on 
his impressions of Russian architecture in 
Moscow and Tashkent at a meeting of the 
Society for Cultural Relations with the 
U.S.S.R., to be held at 14, Kensington-square, 
W.8, on August 23. ~ 


Exhibition of Models 


Two architectural students have entered 
models of railway carriages in connection 
with “The Model Engineer ” exhibition, to 
be held at the New Royal Horticultural Hall, 
Westminster, from August 22 to September 1. 
Mr. A. J. Mathieson, of Leeds, has entered 
a model of a 16.5 gauge G.W.R. (ex-Cam- 
brian railway) Ist/3rd corridor coach, and 
Mr. Michael Witney, of Harrow, a model of 
a 14-in. gauge Great Eastern Railway com- 
posite carriage. 


Prefabricated Schools for Australia 


Boulton and Paul have secured the con- 
tract for the supply of 95 prefabricated 
schools, which will be .wood built and 
timber framed, for the Government of 
Queensland, Australia. A prototype erected 
at the works was inspected by Mr. P. J. 
Hilton, the Australian Minister of Housing 
and Public Works, on August 9. The work 
will be entirely carried out at Riverside 
Works, Norwich, and fabrication of the units 
will begin in a few weeks’ time. 


Two Planning Manuals 


The Ministry of Locai Government and 
Planning have recently issued two manuals: 
one on procedure for the submission of 
schemes of sewerage and sewage disposal 
and the other on procedure for the sub- 
mission of schemes of water supply. The 
use of these will, it is hoped, be of assistance 
to local authorities and their officers in the 
preparation of schemes, and will obviate 
correspondence between the authorities and 
the Ministry. 


Report on Tin Research 


The Tin Research Institute, Fraser-road, 
Greenford, Middlesex, has just issued a 
report on the work it has carried out during 
1950. Technical service and general develop- 
ment work has_ proceeded  nermally 
throughout the year, and the report gives 
information of a new tarnish resistant 
electroplate which has been invented. The 
report also covers work on corrosion tests, 
chemical analysis, properties of bearings, 
bronze and the manufacture of ‘electrolytic 
tinplate. 


Sulphates’ Action on Concrete 


Sulphate salts have a destructive action on 
concretes and it is necessary when placing 
concrete in ground containing appreciable 
amounts of sulphate to take precautions by 
appropriate choice of cement or otherwise 
to ensure its durability. In Digest No. 31 
(June, 1951), just issued by the Building 
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Research Station, a survey is given of the 
conditions under which concrete may suffer 
deterioration in sulphate-bearing grounds 
and of the measures that can be adopted 
to safeguard the concrete against serious 
attack. 


A STORY OF TEAMWORK 


The remarkable story of the rapid 
development during the past 100 years or so 
of the family enterprise of John Laing and 
Son, Ltd, is unfolded in a new, handsomely 
produced publication ent'tled “* Team Work,” 
which the firm has just issued. The history 
of this development is traced from the early 
part of the nineteenth century, when David 
Laing, with the assistance of a few day 
labourers, began building in the Cumberland 
village of Sebergham, to the present-day vast 
organisation which constitutes Laings. 
Copiously illustrated, “Team Work” in- 
cludes accounts of the invaluable contribu- 
tions which the firm made during the two 
world wars. Many important contracts, in 
particular, were carried out for the Royal 
Air Force, whose Marshal, Lord Tedder, has 
written a foreword to the Laing story. The 
inter-war years was also a significant period 
in the firm’s growth in which the scope of 
building operations expanded considerably. 
Housing contracts reached large proportions 
and continued to grow. The shortage of 
bricks and bricklayers following the 1914-18 
war prompted the development of a tech- 
nique for producing concrete houses cast on 
site; this technique was subsequently im- 
proved upon, and later became well known 
under the name “ Easiform.” 


The firm’s successful progress has been 
based on a deliberate two-point policy: first, 
the accurate recording and costing of every 
detail; second, respect for human values is 
pre-eminent. 


The last section of the book contains some 
excellent photographs of contracts. They 
include factories, homes, cement works, steel 
works, power stations, opencast coal werk- 
ings, airfields, offices, roads, etc. 
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T HOUSANDs of sliding door installations in 

modern factories, schools, hospitals, 
farms, houses and garages glide on KING 
door gear. There’s good reason. KING 
fittings are precision-engineered. Every set, 
from massive power-operated gear to light- 
weight domestic installations, incorporate 
‘plus’ features developed by solid engineer- 
ing experience to give silky-smooth action 
and long, trouble-free life. Write for booklet 
showing the range and applications of KING 
door gear, and the name of your nearest 
stockist. 








SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Write for illustrated booklets to:— 
GEO. W. KING LIMITED, 202 WORKS, 
HITCHIN, HERTS. TEL.: HITCHIN 960 
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PREFABRICATED BUILDINGS 


A METHOD of building construction which 
is being extensively used in tropical countries 
and other regions is that developed by the 
Arcon Development Group. Taylor Wood- 
row (Building Exports), Ltd., a subsidiary of 
Taylor. Woodrow, Ltd., building and civil 
engineering contractors, was formed about 
three years ago to market buildings designed 
by the Group. The form adopted of investi- 
gation of the need or requirement, followed 
by the design stage, prototype development, 
mass production, shipping arrangements, 
site preparation, and erection is believed to 
be a new departure for such an organisation. 
The Group members are Arcon, Imperial 
Chemical Industries, Stewarts and Lloyds, 
Taylor Woodrow, United Steel, and Williams. 
and Williams. 

The widespread need for . structures 
suitable in tropical and, in particular, desert 
areas was consequently solved by the 
development of a tropical roof. It was 
found that often a durable roof need be the 
only main item because the walls could be 
built from local materials and in the tradi- 
tional native style. This approach pro- 
duced the present range of Arcon storage 
buildings in which wide column spacing, an 
appropriate utilisation of hot rolled and 
tubular steel with scope for interchange- 
ability between wall sheeting, windows and 
doors, are the principal features. 

Other structures such as the circular house, 
which, with its polygonal form, affords the 
native either house or store, are being de- 
veloped. Recently a composite structure 
showing 14 different ways of using the 
tropical roof was displayed at Southall. 
Also on show were prototype houses con- 
structed for the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company 
together with models and plans for dwellings 
designed to meet the requirements of the 
Housing Commission of New South Wales. 
Australia. 


TRADE NEWS 


Gravity Lowerator 


The “ Wedeo a'rcush lowerator ” has been 
designed to operate between gravity roller 
or power-driven conveyors at different floor 
levels. The machine is automatic, requires 
no power other than gravity and occupies 
8 sq. ft. It comprises a cylindrical tube to 
which is attached a movable carriage. The 
carriage is counter-balanced by a piston inside 
the tube, and as the article rolls into position 
its weight takes the carriage down towards 
the lower level. 


Modern Electrical Accessories 


A range of electrical accessories, all of 
which have been developed since 1946 and 
which combine the features called for by 
the latest British Standards Specification, are 
being produced by New Day Electrical 
Accessories, Ltd., 136-8, Mary-street, Balsall 
Heath, Birmingham 12. They incorporate 
sueh improved features as _ ball-bearing 
micro-gap mechanisms, quick-fixings and 
“unit ’ construction. The range, which is 
of a very clean design, includes flush 
tumbler switches, a Neon indicator control 
switch and various socket-outlets. Of 
particular interest is the “ Fireside” triple- 
socket outlet, comprising, a 3 k.w. main 
socket with two 2 amp. auxiliary sockets. 
protected by a 5 amp. cartridge fuse housed 
in a self-ejecting carrier. The whole is 
combined in a _ unit-type housing, _con- 
nected by a single set of terminals and fixed 
by two screws. It thus provides plugs for 
fire, lighting and radio, etc., in one unit. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
Bricks from Belgium 
A SHIPMENT of 6,000,000 Belgian bricks 
destined for Clydebank, near Glasgow, 
recently reached Grangemouth from 
Antwerp. This is the largest single con- 
signment ever ordered by a local authority 
in Scotland. The bricks are being imported 
by Clydebank Town Council to avert any 
danger of a hold-up in their building pro- 
gramme by the present shortage of bricks 
in Scotland and England. 

Mr. E. Cornock, Burgh Surveyor of Clyde- 
bank, told our representative that the supply 
of bricks for house-building had been diffi- 
cult for the last 18 months, but only in 
the last few months had it become 
acute. An alternative source of supply had 
been sought for some time, he said. 

The cost of the Belgian bricks is estimated 
to approximate to the charge of a similar 
cast of bricks imported from the South of 
England. 


Economical House Designs 


FURTHER DETAILS have been made avail- 
able of the Clydebank plans to build 40 
houses on a new basis designed to economise 
on materials. Main features that have been 
incorporated are these: Terrace houses will 
be stepped down to save underbuilding costs 
on sloping sites. , This is because the view is 
held that the brick shortage springs essen- 
tially from a scarcity of good building sites 
and a major expansion in the amount of 
underbuilding involved on poorer sites. 

The use of brick will be limited to load- 
bearing walls between houses, calculated to 
save approximately 10,000 bricks per house. 
Prefabricated non-load-bearing gypsum par- 
titions and other alternatives for the four 
main walls will save 480 sq. yards of plaster 
board per house. .A quarter standard of 
timber will be saved by rearrangement of the 
roof construction in each house. The front 
and back of houses will be in precast con- 
crete, stone faced, available in unlimited 
quantities. 

These economies — if adopted on a 
national scale—are thought to enable the 
saving of £6 million, 300 million bricks, 14 
million sq. yards plaster board and 7,500 
standards of timber on the Scottish annual 
construction programme of 30,000 houses. 


Scotland’s Housing in June 

THE NUMBER of new permanent houses 
completed in Scotland in June was 2,086. 
This brings the number .of completions this 
year up’to 10,810. The total of new houses 
built under the post-war building programme 
is now 133,883 (101,707 permanent and 
32,176 temporary). Including accommoda- 
tion made available by conversion and 
adaptation of existing premises, requisition- 
ing and in Service camps, 146,545 homes 
have now been provided in Scotland since 
the war. 

These figures are included in the quarterly 
housing return issued by the Department of 
Health for Scotland. 

June’s total of 2,086 new permanent houses 
includes 1,684 built by local authorities and 
the Scottish Special Housing Association, 
237 by private enterprise and 165 by Govern- 
ment Departments. Houses under con- 
struction at the end of June totalled 36,106 
compared with 32,779 at the end of March. 

The number of male workers employed 
on the construction of new houses was 27,200 
at the end of June compared with 26,500 at 
the end of March. These figures do not 
include the number of building and civil 
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engineering workers employed in small 
works or directly employed by local authori- 
ties. 

At the end of June the number of operators 
engaged on the repair and maintenance cf 
éxisting houses (including conversions, 
adaptations, extensions, etc.) was estimated 
at 22,000. In England and Wales 15,117 
new permanent houses were completed 
during June. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Buteshire—C.C. propose houses at Kilchattan 
Bay. Architect, Robert Reunce, County-chbrs., 
Mount Pleasant-rd., Rothesay, Bute. 

East Kilbride. —Factory to be erected at Nerston. 
Architect, Donald Raey, F.R.I.B.A., Torrence 
fouse, East Kilbride. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new buildings at 
Saracen-st., Possilpark, for Brownlee & Co., Ltd., 
City Sawmi lls, Craighall- rd., Glasgow, C.4. 
by their own architects. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for a pro- 
posed new infants’ and nursery school on .a site 
at Barmullogh, for which the architect is Mr. 
von MacNab, F.R.I.B.A., 129, Bath-st., Blyths- 

Glasgow, W.C.2. 

\Genigow. —Plans to be prepared for New Safety 
Containers, Ltd., 21, Arcadia-st., for additions at 
29 to 35, Newhall-st.. Bridgeton. Architects. Will 
I. B. Wright & Kirkwood, F., A.R.I.B.A., Carlton 
House, Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for Boots Cash 
Chemists (Northern) Ltd., for additions at 170 to 
178, Argyli-st., and 14 to 22, Union-st. Plans by 
pas own architects’ dept., Station-rd., Notting- 
1am 

Glasgow.—Warehouse additions for Wylie, Hill & 
Co., Ltd.. at rs ge) st. Architects, Frank 
Boston, Barnet & Bell, F., A.R.1.B.A., 180, Hope- 

Blythswood, Gla ose 

geo mt -Corporation to erect shops and houses 
at Liddersdate. Architect, Archibald J. Jury, 
F.R.I.B.A.. Housing Dept., Glasgow Cross, The 
Trongate, Glasgow, E.C. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are to be prepared for the 
N.B., 24, Royal-terrace, Edinburgh, for the new 
Bedley Medical Centre, for which the architect is 
Mr. James <llan, F.R.LB.A., 56 . Palmerston-pl., 
West End, Edinburgh. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments- open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at. the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger {t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


AUGUST 22. 
*+tWorthing Boro’.—152 flats on three sites. B.E. 
& S. Dep. £2 2s. 


Plans 











DO YOU REQUIRE 
SPECIALISED 
JOINERY ? 







Telephone: 
EAST 2495 and 1661 


ST. ANNES ROW 
LONDON - E.14 
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AUGUST 23. 

*+Bristol C.C.—Erection of prim. sch. at Headley 
Park. J. Nelson Meredith, F.R.I.B.A., Eagle-hse., 
Colsion-ave., Bristol, 1. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
September 14. 

*“;Surrey C.C.—Adaptations to 1 and 3, Robin 
Hood-la. to form clinics, mental defective train- 
ing centre and ambulance s.ation. County 
sXounty Hall, Kingston-on-Thames. 


AUGUST 24. 

*tEast Suffolk C.C.—farm ey E rg St. 
Mary, Ipswich. E. J. Symcox, F.R.1 County 
A., County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Penders by 
September 14. 

*;Newcastle Reg. Hos. Board.—New out-patient 
section for treatment of cancer at Newcastle 
General Hospital. E. B. Jenkins, “ Dunira.” 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 2. 

AUGUST 25. 

*t+Maiden and Coombe B.C.—Preparatory works 
and reinstatement to four houses. B.E. 

*tWest Ham C.B.—46 dwellings at Gainsborough- 
rd., Manor-rd., Corporation- ae Eve-rd., and Bet5ell- 
ave. areas. Thomas E. aw ’ F.RLB. A., 70, West 
Ham-la., E.15. Dep. £2 

*tWincanton R.D.C.—19 , aes and site works at 
Bruton. §. L. Cave, Council Offices, Wincanton, 


Somerset. 
AUGUST 27. 

tDenbigh B.C.—43 houses and two maceiers at 
Denbigh. F. €. Roberts, B.Arch., A.R.1.B.A., 
Council’s Architect, Earl-chbrs., Mold. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tEast Sussex C.C.—Erection of boiler house at 
St. Leonards-house, East Grinstead. J. Catchpole, 

A.R.I.B.A.. County Hall, Lewes. Tenders by 
September al 3 

*tHampstead B.C.—163 dwellings at Broadhurst- 
gdns. H. Harrold, Town Hall, Haverstock 
Hill, N.W.3. 

*Salford T.C.—(a) Erection of 4 houses on a site 
at The Polygon, Broughton, and (b) 4 houses, Lower 
Broughton-rd. City E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
each contract. 

AUGUST 29. 

Lowestoft B.C.—50 houses (in three groups) at 

Whition estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 30. 
*Harrow U.D.C.—36 pram sielters at Whillington 


Way estate. E. & §S., Council Offices, “ Colles 
more,” Stanmore. Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 31. 
*+Cambridge City.—Classroom and _ lavatory 
accommodation, Open Air School, Ascham-rd, City 
K. & S.. Dep. £2 2s. 


*{Chichester T.C.—Two blocks of Ses at Tower- 
st. Stanley H. Roth, F.R.1LB 32, Little 
London, Ciehester. Dep. ‘£1 1s. 

*+Southend-on-Sea ©.B.—Site works and construc- 
tion of houses at Somerset-gdns. estate. B.E. 


SEPTEMBER 1. 

*York T.C.—200 houses at Askham-la. estate. 
Chas. J. Minter, Guildhall. Dep. £5. 

York T.C.—220 houses at Moor-la. estate. Chas. 
T. Minter, Guildhall. o¥. £2 (for sections 1, 2 
and 3, i.e., 22 houses); £3 (sec. 4, i.e., 24 hdéuses) ; 
£4 (secs. 5 and 6, 1.€., 5 houses); and £5 (Sec. 7, 
i.e., 104 houSes). 

SEPTEMBER 3. 

Birkenhead ©.B.—36 houses and site works (con- 
tract 8), Mount eState. Boro’ A., 1, Mortimer-st., 
Birkenhead. Dep. £2 2s. 

“;East Sussex Sg. —irection of sec. mod. mixed 
sch. at Battle. J. Catchpole, A.R.I.B.A., County 
Hall, Lewes. Tenders by September .14. 

*Harrow U.D.C.—Alterations to parapet walls at 
(a) Stag-la. J.M. and I. sch., Edgware; and (b) 
Grimsdyke J.M. and I. sch., Hatch End. J. H. 
Melville-Richards, A.M.I.C.E.. Counci] Offices, 
Stanmore. Dep. £2 (for each contract). 


SEPTEMBER 4. 
*Brighton C.B.—Alterations to housing offices, 
Grand-par. B.E. & S., 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
*} Southampton C.B.—War damage and oiher 
repairs to. Taunton school. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 
Tenders by October 8. , 
*Walthamstow Boro’.—Public convenience, Ching< 
ford-rd., adjoining Crooked Billet’ p.h. Boro’ 
Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 5. 
*Chesterfield B.C.—100 houses at Newbold estate. 
B.E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Newport (1.W.) B.C.—Construction of cattle # mee 
and pare onde 8 + ee rd., The Market. B.E. 


Quay-st. Dep. £2 
Peterlee tourham) Development Corpn.—444 
honses on Eden-la. site, near Norden. A. 
genera] manager, Shotton Hall, 


Williams, 
Eden. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Wandsworth B.C.—116 flats at Wendelsworth 
estate. R. H. Jerman, Municipal-bldgs.. Wands- 


worth, S.W.18. 
SEPTEMBER 6. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne T.C.—(a) Four single-storey 
lock-up shops on section “A” of Bakelaw housing 
estate, and (b) 10 single-storey lock-up shops on 
section ““D.” same estate. City A., 18, Cloth 
Market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 

*Tipton B.C.—Block of four flats at Denbigh 
estate. Housing A., Municipal-bidgs., Tipton. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 7. 
*Flintshire C.C.—Erection of junior and infants’ 
mixed sch. at Trenddyn. W. Griffiths, L.R.1.B.A., 
Lilwynegrin, Mold. Dep. £3 3s. 


Castle 
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SEPTEMBER 10. 

*Bournemouth C©.B.—Adaptations to fofm office 
accommodation at Warwick Grange, Wootton-gdns. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 23. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—Two houses at Hadow-rd., 
Kinson. Boro’ A. 

*Chester R.D.C.—12 houses at Barrow. T. C. R. 
Eaton, A.R.1.B.A., 16, White Friars, Chester. Dep. 

3 38. 


£3 

*Middle: C.B.—Eight shops and _ six 
maisonettes vg two flats above at Thorntree. B.E. 
& 8. Dep. £2 2s 

Runcorn U.D.C.—36 flats. ay og Hall estate. 
Surveyor, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2 

*St. Albang R.D.C.—48 dwellings, Sheephouse 
Farm estate, London Co!ney. Architect, 43, Upper 
Lattimore-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

* Sea.—Erection and completion of 
junior section of Temp‘e Sutton prim. Seh.. at 
Eastern-ave. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 

SEPTEMBER 11. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—(1) Contract LB32, 8 houses 
and 14 bungalows; (2) Contract LB18, 18 houses; 
(3) Contract LB14, 14 bungalows; (4) Contract 
LA18 (2nd) 8 houses and 10 bungalows. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Epping U.D.C.—12 a at Beaconfield estate. 

iscott. Dep. £2 2s 

*Flintshire C.C.— Kitchen and dining room, C.P. 
School, Hope, negr Wrexham. W. Griffiths (L.), 
County Architect, Llwynegrin, Mold. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 12. 

*Nottingham T.C.—Construction of infants’ sch. 

at Sneinton Boulevard. R. M. Finch, M.I.C.E., 


Guildhail. 
SEPTEMBER 14. 

*Sunderiand Local Education Authority.—Supply 
and installation of central heating and hot water 
supply apparatus for Pennywe!] East prim. jun. and 
inf. schs. W. and T. R. Milburn, 17, Faweett-st., 
Sunderland. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Witham U.D.C.—12 huouses and eight flats at 
Howbridze housing estate. Stanley Bragg, 
A.R.I.B.A., 16, London-rd., Chelmsford, Essex. 


Dep. £3 3s.. i 
SEPTEMBER 15. 

*Berkshire C.C.—Four police houses at Bu!pit-la., 
Hungérford. and one with office at Faringdon- rd., 
Kingston Bacpnize. County Wilton-house, 
Parkside-rd.. Reading. Dep. £2 2s. (for each site). 

*Berkshire C.C.—Four police houses at Sulham- 
stead-house. nr. Theale. Bridgewater and Shep- 
heard, 42. Bruton-pl., Berkeley-sq., London, W.1. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 17. 

*Oldham C.B.—78 houses and 12 bungalows at 
Fitton Hill housing estate. Cameron and Middle- 
ton, A.R.I.C.8., 32, Deansgate, Manchester, 3. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Woking U.D.C.—32 honses. Elm Bridges estate. 

. P. Tame, E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 
OCTOBER 5. 

*Salop C.C.—Frection of new central ambulance 

depot at ae, C., Shirehall, Shrewsbury. 


Dep. £2 
OCTOBER 11. 

*Sutton and Cveam B.C.—Four houses at Worces- 
ter Park. N. H. Michell, _ A.M Inst.C.E., 
M.1.Mun.F., Municipal Offices. High-st., Sutton, 
Surrey. Dep. £3 3s. 





OCTOBER 24. 
*Redear B.C.—Two blocks of four shops and 
maisonettes at Dales estate. B.E. Dep. £5 5s. 


NO DATE. 
Prudhoe U.D.C.—110 ee at Oaklands. J. M. 
Angus. L R-LB B.A., 21, Lovaine-pl., Newcastle, 2. 


Dep. £3 
“Sale ‘Boro’. —32 houses, Oaklea estate. B.S. 
Dep. £4 4s. 


“Tunbridge Wells B.C.—Ten terrace houses on 
two sites. P. Bishop, B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 25. 
*Barnes Boro’.—External painting, 16 flats, at 
Avondale House, Mortlake High-st. W. R. Shep- 


herd, B.E. & S. 
AUGUST 31. 

*Bootle C.B.—Externa] painting of 70 houses and 
interior and exterior painting of timber and iron 
coal-sheds at various sites. 

“Sutton and Cheam B.c.— -Sinppi y and erection of 
fencing at % houses and external painting at 240 
houses (Groups 115 55 and 70). Chief Housing 
Officer, 24, Cheam rd., Sutton, Surrey. Dep. £1 1s. 

SEPTEMBER 10. 

*Chatham B.C.—Externa! painting of Town Hall. 

B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 27. 
tDenbigh B.C.—Rvads and sewers to serve 
scheme of 84 houses. F. C. Roberts, B.Arch., 


A.R.1.B.A., Council’s Architect, Earl-chbrs., Mold. 
Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by September 25. 
AUGUST 23. 
Manchester T.0.—Roads and sewers on Bowlee 
Neighbourhood, Middleton (contract No. 2).  Sur- 
veyor (Design and Construction Section), Room 


208. Town Hall, Manchester, 2. Dep. £2 Qs. 
Shrewsbury B.C.—Preparation and resurfacing of 
various roads. B.S., Guildhatl. Dep. £2 2s 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
DEARER IRON .AND STEEL 


The Minister of Supply has made an Order increas- 
ing controlled maximum prices of iron and steel 
products as from August 13. 

The Ministry state that the increases are necessary 
because of:— 

(1) A sharp rise in the prices of imports of iron 
ore, scrap, pig iron and semi-manufactured steel and 

(2) Recent increases in costs in this country, 
including increases in wages, transport, scrap and 
fuel costs. 

The British Iron and Steel Federation informed the 
Ministry in March that in view of the serious cost 
increases due to these causes early consideration 
needed to be given to the position. 

The prices now authorised are based on recom- 
mendations submitted by the Iron and Steel Cor- 
poration of Great Britain, after consultation with the 
British Iron and Steel Federation, and take account 
of the savings in capital charges secured by national- 
isation. 

The loss arising from buying finished steel abroad 
and selling it in this country at home prices has 
hitherto been borne by the Exchequer. This loss 
has risen steeply with the sharp rise in world prices 
and the Government have decided that to avoid an 
increase in the subsidy, the trading loss, but not the 
import duty, should now be recovered by an adjust- 
ment spread over home controlled prices. This 
accounts for over 20 per cent. and other imported 
steel and steel making materials for approximately 
40 per cent. of the overall price increases, 


Examples of the increases are:— 
Old basis New basis 


price. price. Increase 

Perton. Perton. Per ton. 

£ .s. d, ‘4. 2.4.2. 
Foundry pig iron 1013 0 il 4 6 11 6 
Basic pigiron .. 1019 O 1115 6 16 6 
Soft basic billets a: 9° O21 16 6..:4- 7.5 
Joists - og SE 6 8 2: 2 Se 
Re-rolledbars .. 2215 0 2711 0 416 0 
Sheetsuncoated.. 2913 0 3515 6 6 2 6 

Tinplate (per basis 

a 22° 9k, 2°39: GF 6 il 


United inntou prices will in the main continue 
to be lower than corresponding domestic prices in 
other countries. 

The Order—the Iron and Steel Prices (No. 2) 
Order, 1951, S.I. No. 1423—is obtainable from the 
Stationery Office, price 4d. 

NUTS AND BOLTS 

The Minister of Supply has made an Order 
increasing the controlled maximum prices of bolts, 
nuts, etc., as from August 13. 

The increased prices reflect the increase in the price 
of steel together with increases in the costs of the bolt 
and nut industry, including increases in wages, 
transport and fuel costs. 

The Order—the Bolts, Nuts, etc., Prices (No. 2) 
Order, 1951, S.I. No. 1422—is available from the 
Stationery Office. 


CHAIN LINK FENCING 
The Chain Link Fencing Association has announced 
that as a result of the operation of the higher prices 
of iron and steel, the current chain link fencing 
premiums have been increased by 132 points as from 
August 13: 
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UGUST 31. f 
Wellington (Salon) t U. az se ae workg on site 
“C.” Dow iy? rd , 14, Walker-st., Welling- 
ton: Dep. 


‘SEPTEMBER 5. 

Bridlington B. teat and sewers on West Hill 
housing estate, & &., Town Hall. Dep. £3 3s. 

Carlisle +.6.—Willon Holme sewage disposal 
works. City E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 10. 

Bolton C.B.—Road surfacing (12,008 sq. yds.) om 
housing sites in Bolton. E. & Town Hall. 

Newark R.D.C.—Provision and laying of water 
mains and construction of concrete reservoir. 
Elliott & Brown, S anley House, Pelham-rd., Not- 
tingham. Dep. £3 3s. 

OCTOBER 1. 

Nairobi T.C.—23 miles of pipeline, ete., for the 
ChaniaSasumua Water Supply Scheme. City E., 
Town Hall, Najrobi, or Howard Humphreys & Sons, 
consultant. engineers. Victoria Station House, 191, 
Victoria-st.. S.W.1. Dep. £10. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Chingford.—F.Lats.—U.D.C. seek consent to borrow 
£26,830 for flats at Old Church-rd, and Cherrydown- 
ave. estate. 

Epping.—Hovses.—U.D.C. propose erection of 12 
houses at Beaconfield estate. 

Leyton.—Orrices.—B.C. approved plans for pro- 

vision of offices at 583-585, High-rd. for R. Scott. 

Leyton.—Fiats.—B.C. ‘approved proposal of 
Borough Engineer & Surveyor for erection of 18 
flats at Grange Park-rd. 

Shoreditch.—F.iats.—B.C. Housing Com. have 
authorised the Borough Surveyor to prepare plans 
for block of flats in the borough on the “ through 
room” principle as an experiment in economy. 

Twickenham.—F Lats ror Acep.—B.C. are to bui'd 
block of flate at Kingston-rd., Teddington, for old 

-ople. 

Walthamstow.—Factory Buitpinc.—Glendenning 
(Roads), Ltd., have received B.C. approval for 
erection of building for engineering and storage. 

Walthamstow.—R CONSTRUCTION. --B.C. approved 
plans for reconstruction of church premises and the 
existing access to Methodist Church at Winchester- 
rd, for the secretary to the trustees. 

Wandsw -—F.ats.—B.C. approved plans by C. 
Lovell Gill, F.R.I.B.A., 41, Russell-sq., W.C.1, for 
erection of 116 flats at Wendiesworth estate. 

West Ham,—D we .uinGcs.—B.C. propose to erect 46 
dwellings at Gainsborough-rd., Manor-rd., Corpora- 
tion-st., Eve-rd. and Bethe'l-ave. areas. Plans by 
Thomas E. North, F R.I.B.A., 70, West Ham-la., 

15. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alnwick.—U.D.C. propose to build fire stn. and 12 
houses for firemen. 

Bagshot.—R.D.C. to build 24 houses for key 
workers of School of Tank Technology, Longcross. 
_ Bedworth.—U.D.C. support proposal for rebuild- 


ing of Methodist Church at Mill-st. Est. cost. 
£13,000. 

Berkshire —C.C. approved building programme 
for 1952-53. Provision is made for county sec. mod. 


sch. at Wantage and Abingdon, together with sec- 
mod. sch., county infants’ sch., and county jun- 
sch. at Bracknell (£177,700, £36,60@ and £48,000. 
respectively). 





AUGUST 30. 
St. Albans T.C.—Construction of sewers and 
ee agg at New Greens housing estate. City 
. & S., 16, St. Peter’s-st., St. Albans. Dep. £2 2s. 





Birt —E.C. approved final plang for erec- 
tion of Christ Church C.E. sch. Est. cost, £68,088 
Architect, L. Barnish, 58, Rodney-st., Liverpool. 

Bradford.—T.C. recommended to approve modi- 
fied scheme for adaptation of St. George’s Hall. 
Est. cost, £37,962. 








CORK FLOORING 
PARQUET 

WOOD BLOCK 
ASPHALTE TILES 
LATEX-CORK 
PLASTIC (P ¥.C.3 


WE HAVE A FLOORING FOR ALL 
TYPES OF BUILDINGS & USAGES. 
OUR NATION-WIDE SERVICE FOR 
LAYING THE ABOVE FLOORING 
ALSO EXTENDED THROUGH OUR 
ASSOCIATE FIRMS. 


EDWARD STUART & CO. 


Manufacturers and Importers 


8 HOLBEIN PLACE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Telephone: Sloane 4065/4021 











Bri —.C. approved outline plans for re- 
buildin ng of shops at Victoria-rd., for S. Clegg. 

Camberley. —R.D.C. are to erect 24 houses for key 
workers of School of Tank Technology Longcross. 

Camberiey.—R.D.C. negotiating for release of 86 
acres of War Dept. land for housing scheme. 

Cardiganshire —C.C. approved plans for adap 
tion of Queen’s Hotel, Aberystwyth, into county 
offices, at £19,302. 

Carnmoney.—Northern Ireland Housing Trust 
propose to erect 3,000 dwellings at Carnmoney, on 
the northern outskirts of Belfast. otal cost wif! 
probably oe £4,000,000. 

Coine.—U.DC. approved Jayout for 30 dwellings 
at Causeway si ite, Linthwaite. 

Colwyn Bay.—T.C. approved preparation of plans 
for erection of crematorium. Est. cost, £22,700. 

Derbyshire. —C.C. propose to erect prim. sch. at 
Spondon. Est. cost, 000. 

Durnam.—R.D.C. to build 12 hous ses at Teamside, 
30 at Belmont, and 20 at Witton Gilbert. Plans by 
the Surveyar, Byland Lodge, Durham. 


Durham.—C.C. has approved scheme for building 
hostels. Arcuitect, G. R. Clayton, County A.. 
Court-la., Durham. 


Elland.—U.D.C. propose 3 houses at Greetland 
and 18 at Stainland. 

Ennerdale.—R,.D.C. to erect six agricultural cot- 
tages at St. Bees. 

Essex.—C.C. propose to build 16 flats at Chelms- 
ford and Colchester. Est. cost. £17.000 


Hastings.—Corpn. approved plans for new £150,000 


sec. mod. sch. at The Gr., Hollington. 


Hyde.—B.C. approved plans for extensions to wax- 
dissolving plant at Hoviley, for Calico Printers’ 
Assoc.; additional storey to store at O'Wham-st., 


for E. C. Byle & Co., Ad. 
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Lancs.—0.C. propose adaptation of Witnell Fold 
Hall, Chorley, ag hostel for aged. G. Noel Hill, 
County A., Preston 

Liverpool.—R.C. "Church at Heathgate-av., Speke. 
Architects, Weightman & Bullen, 76, Rodney-st., 
Liverpool. 

Liverpool.—Reg. Hos. Brd. approved additions to 
Thoracic surgery at Broadgreen' Hospital (est. 
cost, £21,000); additional accommodation (£12,550) ; 
and new physiotherapy dept., £36,960). 

Liandaff.—Council of St. ichael’ s have decided 
to rebuild the war damaged college and readapt 
one of the two students‘ blocks to former use. 
The other will be demolished and a chapel erected. 

Architect is Leslie T. Moore, F.R.I.B.A., 3, Ray- 
mond- bidgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C. 

Loughborough. Wy Shemtiala” Reg. Hos. Brd. propose 
new outpatient dept. and chest clinic at Gen. 
Hospital. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved plans for 126 houses 
and 38 flats at Sale-rd. Northern Moor n»igbour- 
hood; 15 houses and six flats at Smithens-rd,, 
Woodlands Park neighbourhood; and 145 hous ses 
and 30 flats (schemes Nos. 133/ 134) at Northern 
Moor neighbourhood. 

Mansfield.—T.C. propose to build 68 houses at 
£95,442. 

Middiesbrough.—Layout plans by the Boro’ EF. 
for 92 houses at Holmwood have been approved.— 
Plans are in the hands of Hetherington & Wilson, 
County-chbrs. 52, Westgate-rd. Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, for proposed rebuilding of stores at Lin- 
thorpe- rd. and Dundas-st., for Dickson & Benson, 
Ltd.—Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald, Albert-rd., 
Middlesbroug., are architects for layout of 122 
houses near Heythorp-dr., for E. T. Sweeting & 
Son, Middlesbrough.—The Teeside Bridge & Engi- 
neering Co., Ltd., to build construction bays and 
gantries in “South Bank-rd. Plans by Newcastle- 
on-Tyne Reg. Hospital Brd., “‘ Dunira,”’ Osborne- 
rd., Newcastle, for alterations to ward blocks at 
West-la. Hospital, Acklam-rd., have been approved. 

Nantyglo and Blaina.—U.D.C. granted permission 
br cae 32 flats at Ffoesmaen estate at est. cost 
7) 45.559 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—M. Gatoff, Trafalgar-st., 
Newcastle, is architect for proposed mineral water 
factory in Condercum-rd., for St. James’ Products, 
Ltd.—Dryden & Shaw, Market-st., Newcastle, have 
prepared plang for temporary hotel] at Silver Lon- 
nen for A. ‘Deuchar, Ltd.—Ante-natal clinic -pro- 
posed at Princess Mary Maternity Hospital, North- 
a by J. H. Napper, 56, Eldon-pl., New- 
castle. . 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Ed. Com. to build new sec. 
sch. at West-rd. City A., George. Kenyon, 18. 
Cloth-market, Newcastie. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—T.C. propose to erect 1,000 
multi-storeyed flats at Longbenton, subject to 
Government increasing housing aliocation for year. 
ae A., George Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, New- 
castle. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—B.C. propose 200 houses 
at Hollows Farm, Chesterton, and 60 at Talke-rd. ; 
propose extensions to Parks Nursery; appr oved 
plans for buildings at patoene st.,. for Allman 
Bros.; church at Stafford-av., for Staffs Congrega- 
tiona] Union. 

Northumbertand.—N.C.B., Newcastle-on-Tyne, to 
build miners’ canteen at Weetslade Colliery. 

Oldham.—-B.C. approved layout for Alt and Holts 
estates; approved plans for extensions to factory 
at Ellen-st., for Meredith & Drew, Ltd. 

Preston. —Housing Com. recommend T.C. to 
approve acceptance of 200 houses for English 
Electric key workers. 

Prudhoe-on-Tyne—U.D.C. approved plans for 
erection of 110 houses at Oaklands site. Archi- 
tect is J. M. Angus, L.R.I.B.A., 21, Lovaine-pl., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Rotherham.—B.C. seek extra allocation of 30 
houses for erection by Swinden Housing Assoc.. 


Ltd. 

Salford.—T.C. approved plans for rebuilding shops 
with flats over at 46/50, Regent-rd: and 4, Deane- 
t., for Mrs. Gasthalter. 

Spenborough.—U.D.C.. received permission to 
borrow £61,253 for 42 houses and 10 bungalows at 
Windy Bank estate. Scheme for crematorium at 
Crow Nest Park, at was approved. 

Stretford. —B.C. to seek M.L.G. & P consent to 
borrow £60,779 for erection of flats, houses and 
shops at Barton-rd. and Moss Park housing sites. 

Stretford.—Plans for storage, welfare. garage and 
production premises at Trafford Park-rd., a James 
Laing. Son & ., nave been approved by B.C. 

Stretford.—Extensions to Labour Exchange, 
Brunswick-st., proposed by M.O.W. Plans have 
been approved for:—Conference room. washroom, 
changing room and store for electrical goods at 
Westinghouse-rd., for Metropolitan Vickers Electri- 
cal Co., Ltd.; garage, workshop and offices at 
364/68, Chester-rd., for Winn & Tappin, Ltd.; 14 
houses at Brunswick- st., Hancock-st., and High- 
field-rd., for W. Scott. 

Stroud.—Plans, contained in 1952 Housing Pro- 
gramme, for erection of 100 dwellings and eight 
shops at Stonehouse, together with 40 private en- 
who houses at various sites were approved by 

D.C. 


Sunderiand.—Corpn. has approved scheme for erec- 
on of administration block at Seaburn. Plans by 
oro’ A. 

Tewkesbury.—T.C. approved pians for 70 houses 
at O'dfield site. : 
Walsall.—T.C. propose extensions to Council 
House at Tower-st. Architects. H. W. Shipley & 
Partners, Kings Court, Bridge-st., Walsall. 








THE BUILDER 


Walton and Weybridge.—U.D.C. to acquire, for 
housing purposes, tland at Rydens-rd., Sidney-rd.,. 
Cottinmore- la. and Apps Court, Walton, together 
With site at Monument-rd., Weybridge. 420 houses 
are proposed for next three y years 

Walton and Weybridge.—U. b: C. to build 24 houses 
at Burwood-rd., Horsham. 

Warwicxshire.—C.C. seek loan of £49,000 for first 
instalment of Mid-Warwickshire College of Further 
Education, and £51,500 for Caldweil County jun. 
sch. at Nuneaton, together with loan of £21.08 
for houses. farm buildings and adap.ations to ex- 
isting buildings at Hollyberry Hall estate, Allesley. 

Whitehaven.—B.C. approved plans for further 52 
houses at Valley estate. 

Workington.—B.C. approved plans for Grammar 
Sch. at Schoose, for Cumberland C.C. J. H. Haug- 


han, County A. 
TENDERS 
* Denotes accepted. 
+. Denotes provisionally accepted. 
+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
§ Denotes accepted subject to modifications. 
4 Denotes accepted by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—Six houses at Rose Hill-rd., 
for B.C.: *James Ridtard & Sons, Ltd., Ashton, 
£10,365. 

Barnoley.—12 houses at Athersley estate, for 
T.C.: *J. Potter and Son, Longman-rd., Barnsley, 
£16,560. 

Bathavon.—26 houses at Batheaston, for R.D.C. 
H. H. Goldsmith, F.R.I.B.A., 18, Gray-st., Bath; 
and quantities by W. G. Nixey, F.R.LCS.: *E. J. 
White (Buil yi Ltd San Gloucester- rd., 
Bristol, 7, £42. 

Beeston. R.~ Sovg 11 of Roundhil!l jun. girls’ sch., 
for Notts C.C.: *Hofton & Son, Ltd., Regent-st., 
Beeston, £47,414. 

Birkenhead.—13 houses at Fairfield-id., for B.C.: 
*Morris, Son & Jones, 123, King-st., Wallasey, 
£17,670. 

Birmingham.—Erection of Girls’ Section of 
Bournville sec. tech sch. for EC.: *W. J. 
— & Sons, Ltd., 132, Lancastev-st.. Birming- 
1am 

Bolton.—Erection of houses and flats at John- 
son Fold estate, for C.B. Lot 6, 52 houses and 
flats; lot 7, 36 houses; and lot 8, 64 houses and flats: 
*Roy & Partners, Lid., Guardian Assurance -bidgs.. 
25, Cross-st., Manchester 2, £69,170 (lot 6, 52 
houses only). 

Chichester.—56 houses at Parklands estate, for 
TC. Stanley H. J. Roth, F-RIB.A., 32, Fittie 
London, Chichester; and quantities te Crump & 
Trinick : *C hapman, apie & Puttick, ‘Ltd., Hasle- 
mere, Surrey, £87,83 

elesth a orations and additions to Consett 
Irish Democratic Club, Ltd.. Albert-rd., Consett. 
(Tenders being obtained.) 

Daventry.—10 houses at Staverton, for R.D.C.: 
*A. & F. Gale, Ltd., 88-60, High-st., Kingsthorpe, 
Northampton, £13,449. 

Derby.—Prim. sch. at Waithamstow-dr., for E.C. : 
*Direct Labour, £121,417. 

Durham.—Erection of T.R.S. building at Plaws- 
worth: *I. Berriman, Woodlands Joinery Works, 
Fencehouses, Durham. 

Durham.—Two police houses at Front-st., Dipton; 
two at Cutler’s Hall-rd., Blackhill; and four at 
Delves-la., Consett, for C.C. County A., Court-la., 
Durham. (Tenders being obtained.) 

Egham.—52 houses on Thorpe-rd. estate, for 
U.D.C. N.S. Bowes, A.M.I.C.E., F.R.LC.S., Boro’ 
E. ; and quantities by Cyril E. Kenny, 
F.R.IES., %, Gioucester-pl., 


W.1: *P. 
Feltham, Middlesex, £68,528. 


a. 
Ha rtlepool.—16 houses at Hart- rd., for TC.: 
*Direct Labour, £27,250 (loan sanction sought). 
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ikley.—26 houses and four flats at Ilkley and 


Menston, for U.D.C. A. Skinner, M.1.Mun.E., 
Ciaatry- “av. [ikley :— 

Thompson *& Wa: ker, Cassfield Works, Guiseley. 
Tom Smith (Otiey), L.d., Market-st., Otley. 

J. Petty & Co. (Shipley), Lid., Manor-la., Shipley. 
“Harrison Builders (Pudsey), Lul., @, Cemetery- 


rd., Pudsey. 

Leicester.—Houses for T.C.:—38 at New Parks 
estate: “W. Deaue (Leicester), Ltd., 103, Kirby- 
d., Leicester, £51,204; and four shops at Stocki ng 
Farm estate: *F. 8 son, Lid., 140, Narboroygh- 
rd., Leicester, £11,850. , 

Liverpool.—15 houses at various sites, for T.C.: 
*Albert Bros., Ltd., 29, Tynwald hid, £28,866. 

London (Air Ministry).—Coniracis to value of 
£500 or over for the torimght ended August 11. 

Construction of platform:, taxi tracks, ete.: John 
Howard and Co., Ltd., 13, Buckingham Gate, S.W.1. 
Construction of cone rete runways: John Laing and 
Son, Ltd., Mill Hill, London, N. W.7. Buiiding con- 
struction work: Gee Waiker and Slater, Ltd., 100, 
Park-la., London, W.1.; Pochin (Contractors), Ltd., 
King-st.. Middlewich; Farrans, Ltd., Beifast, 
Northern nag 2 Construction of platforms: A. 
Monk and Co., Ltd., Padgate, Warrington. Erection 
of quarters : J. E. Billings and Co. (Oxford), Ltd., 
20, Canal-st., Oxford; Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd., 
Hammersmi th- -gr., 4. 

Surface dressing : Allweather Mechanical Grouting 
Co., Lid., 47, Victoria- st., London, S.W.1; Mowlem 
Paving Co., Litd., 19, Grosvenor-pl., 8.W.1; Bitu- 
minous Road Products, Ltd., Borough Rd., East 
Middiesbrough; Geo. Gregg and Sons, Ltd., Victoria 
Engineering Works, Larne, Northern  Ire.and. 
Resurfacing runways, etc. : Constable Hart and Co., 
Ltd., ‘Lion House, Richmond, Surrey; Tarmac, Ltd., 
Ettingshall, Wolverhampton; Wirksworth Quarries. 
Ltd., 286, Pentonviile-rd., N.?; Anglo-American 
As sphalt Co., Ltd., Windsor House, Kingsway, W.C.2; 
Limmer and Trinj idad re Asphalte Co., Ltd. Tothill. 
st., Westminster, S.W.1; Briggs and Sons, Ltd., 
Eas t Campe rdown- st., RES Surface dressing : 
Thames Tar Products (Contractors), ‘Ltd. ws 4 
ton-la., West Croydon; W. F. Rees. Ltd., 54, Vic- 
toria- st, 8.W.1; S. Sutcliffe and Son, Ltd., Cragg- rd., 
Mytho.mroyd, Yorks. 

Artificers work: G. J. Seddon, Ltd., Duke-st., 
Stoke-on-Trent; S. H. Leach, Ltd., 251,Yeadins-la., 
Hayes; W. ‘A. Major, Marton, Gainsborough; 
Pochins (Contractors), Ltd., King-st. Works, Middie- 
wich; John Wight and Co. (Edinburgh), Ltd., Long- 
stone-rd., Edinburgh; Donaid Humberstone and Co., 
L d., Norta Somercoies, Louth, Lincs; M. A. Apple- 


ton (Contractors), Ltd., 22, ere. — 
hampton; W. A. James and Sons, Ltd., 7, The Quay, 
Gloucester. Building construction poh Davidson 


and Co., Upper Kirghill, Rigg, Aberdeen 

London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
for week ended August 4:— : 

London: Whitehall T.E., Interna! painting, C. & 
T. Painters, Ltd., ao cx rd., Harlesden, N.W.10; 
130-132, Grosvenor-rd., S.W.1, Alterations and adap- 
tations, Robert Hart & Sons, Ltd.. Victoria. 
st., S.W.1; Army & Navy Stores Bui:ding, S.W.1, 
Internal aiterations and decorations, F. Troy & 
Co., Ltd., Gt. Suffolk-st.; S.E.1. | Greenwich Royal 
Naval College, Queen Mary Building, Internal 
decoration, F. Troy & Go., Ltd., Gt. Suffolk-st., 
S.E.1. Buckinghamshire : R.P.D., Westcott, Sundry 
works, A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., 79, Eceleston- -8q., 
$.W.1. Derbyshire : Sudbury Park, Erection of 20 
houses and site works for 40 houses, C. Shipman & 
Sons, Ltd., Newlands Drove, Riddings, Derby. 

Durham: Barnard Castle, Erection of married 
officers’ quarters and site works. Geo. Calverley 
Sons (Contractors), Ltd., Evington Valley-rd., 
Leicester. Kent: Westerham, Erection of automa- 
tic telephone exchange, Hill & Gurr, 15. West-st., 


Bromley ; Northbrook House, Tunbridge Wells, Ex- 
tensions and alterations to relief te! .1ONE €X- 
change, T. Bates & Son, Ltd., 6-7, Nevili-ter., 


Tunbridge Wells. Northumberland: "G.H.P. 0. 
Station-rd., Wallsend, Alterations and additions, 
R. W. Beil & Co. (Building), Ltd., Mistletoe-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Staffordshire : Telephone Exchange, Wolverhonee 
ton, Extension, Wilson Lovatt & Son, Ld., C 


ence-st., Wo: -verhampton. Surrey: Godalming, Ex. 
tension to 8.0. provision of welfare accom. and 
garage ext., Crosby & Co., Ltd., Lion Works, 


Farnham; Veterinary Research Station, Weybridge, 
Erection of dry freezing bnilding. Clarke & 
Son, Ltd., Addlestone. Yorkshire: I.R.O. Old Free 
Library, Church-st.. Hnddersfield. Alterations and 
adaptations, Geo. H. Haigh & Co., 115, Long-la., 
Dalton, Huddersfield. 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by WD. during week ended August 4 :— 

Carnarvonshire: Building work, C. Br yant & Son, 
Ltd.. Birmingham 10. Pembrokeshire: Water 
supply, Wm. Bowers & Co. (Hereford), Lid. Here- 
ford. Denhighshire: Miscellaneous, H. Hampson, 
Chester. Cumberland: Road work, J. Pirie & Co. 
(Paisley), Ltd., Paisley. Westmorland: Miscel- 
laneous, W. E. Sayer, Kirkby Stephen. 

Yorkshire: Miscellaneous. Wade Construction Co., 
Ltd., Wath-on-Dearne. Nottinghamshire: Miscel- 
laneons, George Harrison (Nottingham), Ltd., 
Nottingham. Somerset: Reinforced concrete work, 
F. R. Hipperson & Son, Ltd., London, E.C.2. Kent; 
Road work, W. H. Benstead & Son (Contractors), 
Ltd., Maidstone. London: Miscellaneous, H. Good- 
sell, Maidstone. 

Kent: Painting. C. & T. Painters. Ltd... London, 
N.W.10: W. T. Pickering & Son, Watford: Build- 
ing work, R. J. Barwick. Dover. Surrey: Bui'diig 


work, Oid Forge Estates, Ltd., Footscray. Kent: 




























234 


Building work, Amalgamated Bidg. Contractors, 
Ltd., London, $.W.8. Stirlingshire: Misceilaneous, 
Hotchkiss & Allan, Ltd., Falkirk. 
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Macctssfield.—Erection of (a) 10 bungalows at 
Boynton, M.dway, and (b) eight houses at Cejford, 
for K.D.U.: (a) *W. Church & Sons, 4, Leamington- 
rd., Reddish, Stockport, 211,961 ; (b) *Amos R. 
Hevagie & sons, Lid.. Water-la.,’ Wilmslow, Ches, 

Manchester.—Houses for T.C. at Northern Moor: 
*P. Rowles & Son, Ltd., Sale (34); *Senior Build- 
ing Co., Ltd., Cheadle (54); *F. Gannon & Son, 
Ltd., Manchester (38); *A. Wallwork, Lid., Stret- 
ford (35); and 17 aged persons’ dwellings ; "*W. J. 
Simms, Son & Cooke, Ltd., Nottingham. 

Middlesbrough. —12 ‘houses at Asterley-dr.: *E. T. 
Sweeting & Sons, Church-la., Midd! esbrough. 

Morecambe.—12 houses at. Foxholes-rd., for B.C.: 
*Wm. Gardner & Co., Ltd., Morecambe. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. Erection of workshop 
Boyd-st., for J. Mozley’s Coachworks: *Sad! - 
So Byker Village, Welbeck-rd., Newcastle-on- 

yhe. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—120 flats and maisonettes at 
Hindhaugh for T.C. City A., George Kenyon, 18, 
ro tac Newcastle. (Tenders are being ob- 
ained.) 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—20 old peoples’ houses at 


=; estate. (TC. to consider tenders 
shortly.) 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—222 flats at Slateyford 
estate, for Housing Com.: *G. Wimpey & Co., 


Orchard House, Jesmond, Newcastle. 

Newcast le-upon-Tyne. —200 houses at West Denton 
for Housing Com.: *J. T. Bell & Sons, 7, North- 
umberland pl. Newcastle. 

Northamptonshire.— Erection of new RC. sec. 
mod. sch. at Occupation-rd., Corby, for C.C. Gotch, 
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Saunders & Surridge, F./A.R.I.B.A., Bank-chbrs., 
Kettering: *Bernard Suney & Sons; Lid., 34, St. 
James-st., London, S.W.1, £105,864. 

Nuneaton.—Concrete aud steel underpinning of 
amie Fal church at Astley: *G. E. & W. 
Wencote, 

vidaam. par 1 of Hathershaw sec. tech. sch., 
for K.C.: *Moston Brick & Building Co., Ltd. 
Kenyon- ‘ia. Col.yhurst, Manchester, £45,000. 

Peterlee.—444 houses at .Eden-! -la., for Peterlee De- 
velopment Corp., Shotton Hall, Castle Eden. Plans 
by Chief Architects’ Dept. (Work is out to 
tender.) 

Queensbury and Shelf.—18 houses, Cockhill estate, 
She.f. tor U.D.C. J. F. Hall, A.M.I.Mun.E., Engineer 
& Surveyor: R. J. Patchett, Ltd., Ryefield Works, 
Clayton Heights, Queensbury, £23, 915, (Subject to 
Ministry approval.) 

Reading.—Superstructure of new teshnical col- 
lege: *“Grizgs & Sons, Ltd., £494,948. 

Saddteworth.—50 houses at Carr-la.. Greenfield, 
for U.D.C. Howard & Benson, 88, Mosley-st., Man- 
chester, 2: *W. G. West, Ltd., ‘ Whitebank,” 
Brinnington, Stockport, £65,097 

St. Albans.—21 houses at New Greens estate, for 
T.C.: *Parsons Bros. & Jennings, Ltd., 314, High- 
rd., Tottenham, N.15, £26,564 

Salop.—Ch.id Weliare Centre at Newport, for 
C.C.: *G. A. Poole, 37, Liverpool-rd., Newcastle- 
under- Lm, £10,750. 

Shardiow.—28 flais at Spondon site, for R.D.C.: 
“Pearman & Wade, Ltd., Chaddesden, nr. Derby, 
£34,4 

Shipley.—30 houses at Owlet Hall estate, for 
U.D.C.: *Direct Labour, £40,690. 

Sothnent,ewin operating theatre block at 
S epping Hill Hos., for Manchester Reg. Hos. Brd.: 
*Pimiott & Pimlott, Cheadle, Cheshire, £40,669. 

Stockton.—162 houses and eight bungalows at 

Roseworth estate, for Corpn.: *Lane, Fox & Co., 
£230,830. 

Stockton.—56 houses and six bungalows at Rose- 
worth estate, for Corpn.: *George. Fordy & Son, 

83, 


Warrington,—21 houses at Parkway Woolston, for 
RDC.: *E. Hunt & Son, Ltd., Lord Nelson- st., 


West Hartlepool.—Erection of lecture-reom at 
M.D. sec. of West Hartlepool Gen. Hos., for New- 
castle Reg. Hos. Brd.: tMoorhouse & Bai rker, 
Ltd., Thornaby-rd., Thornaby-on- Tees. 

Whitehaven.—16 bungalows for aged persons at 
Kirkstone-rd., Valley estate, for B.C. A. Wilson, 
A.R.I.B.A., Boro’ S.: 


James Leslie & Sons, Coach-rd., White- 
haven ... ie sas aa ... £20,4: 

*Join Laing “& Son, ‘Ttd., Calston-rd., 
Carlisle ; 20,155 


Worcs.—14 police houses at Brandhall- la., War- 
ley, for C.C.: *Latham & Bedall, Ltd., Moor-st., 
Brierley Hill, £27,25u. 
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